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Daily Prayer for 2024 
 
Father, may we clearly know Your will and achieve the height and depth of spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. May our lives be a credit to You, Lord; and what’s more, may we continue 
to delight You by doing every good work and growing in the true knowledge that comes from 
being close to You. Strengthen us with Your infinite power, according to Your glorious might, 
so that we will have everything we need to hold on and endure hardship patiently and joyfully. 
Thank You, Father, that You have made us eligible to receive our portion of the inheritance 
given to all those set apart by the light. You have rescued us from dark powers and brought us 
safely into the kingdom of Your Son, whom You love and in whom we are redeemed and 
forgiven of our sins through His blood. [Colossians 1:9-14 The Voice] 
 

Prayer for Ukraine 
Heavenly Father, destroy the works of the enemies, divide their tongues, frustrate their efforts, 
and bring their counsels to naught; cause the enemy to fight within their own ranks, weaken 
their cause, force them to abandon the war and return home in shame, never to return! But may 
all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You—may those who love Your salvation always say, 
“Let God be exalted!” In Jesus’ Name, Amen! 
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January 2024 
In God we trust: In You, LORD my God, I put my trust. I trust in You; do not let me be put to shame, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. No one who hopes in You will ever be put to shame.Ps.25:1-3 
Thought for the Month: Worrying is carrying tomorrow's load with today's strength-carrying 
two days at once. It is moving into tomorrow ahead of time. Worrying does not empty 
tomorrow of its sorrow; worrying empties today of its strength! Corrie ten Boom 
 
Sunday 7th January Ps.43  
We ended last year with the thought of Striving for the best—Good, better, best, let us never rest, 
till our good is better and our better, best! And although the difference between good, better and best 
in our natural life probably won’t make much difference, we should always strive for the best 
when it comes to spiritual matters. Our physical life will always be dogged with trouble and 
difficulties but our spiritual life is meant to be different—our spiritual life should be enjoyable 
and invigorating, never tiresome or wearisome. Jesus said: "Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble 
and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you 
is light."Matt.11:28-30 If our soul is at rest, then we can expect a good journey through life. Dear friend, 
I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. 
It gave me great joy to have some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth and how you continue 
to walk in the truth.3Jn.2-3 A more literal translation is “I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be 
in good health, just as your soul prospers.” And the word “prosper” means “have a good journey”. So 
John’s prayer was that we may have a good journey through life but that it would depend on 
our soul’s health! That is why we need to take care of our soul and as our reading from the 
Psalms today reminds us, if we feel despondent, we should tell our soul to praise God and put 
our hope in Him: Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, 
for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.Ps.42:5;11;43:5 God’s purposes (His Will) for us are 
Encompassing (for everyone) and Eternal (for ever)—and this should affect our attitudes and 
actions. God will fulfill His purposes for us: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; 
you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes, with your right hand you save me. The LORD will fulfill 
his purpose for me; your love, O LORD, endures forever.Ps.138:7-8 However, we should remind ourself of 
what God’s purposes are and how they apply to us. God’s primary purpose is our 
salvation—that we should not perish but have everlasting life: He has saved us and called us to a 
holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.2Tim.1:9 Your Father 
in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish.Matt.18:14 He is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.2Pet.3:9 

As we start this new year, I am encouraging you to apply God’s purposes with enthusiasm! If 
we really know God and what He has done for us, we will treat God’s purposes for us with 
enthusiasm because we want to be the very best for God. When we became a Christian, we 
confessed Jesus as Lord—which meant that we transferred the ownership of our life to Jesus 
Christ. We chose life over death, light over darkness, God’s Kingdom over this world’s 
kingdom, hope over despair. Those who have been forgiven much, love much—and we have 
been forgiven everything! “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. 
Now which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said… “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great 
love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”Lk.7:41-47 And because we belong to God, 
we should live our whole life for His glory—whatever we do, we should do it for God. Let the 
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peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let 
the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him… 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for people.Col.3:15-23 So whether 
you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.1Cor.10:31 Worship is not a Sunday activity 
but the dedication of our whole life to God’s service. Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship.Rom.12.1 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an 
instrument of righteousness.Rom.6:13 Instead of having a formal religion with a mediocre love for God, 
we are to love God with all of our heart. One of the teachers of the law came and heard the Sadducees 
arguing. He noticed that Jesus had given the Sadducees a good answer. So he asked him, “Which is the most 
important of all the commandments?” Jesus answered, “Here is the most important one. Moses said, ‘Israel, 
listen to me. The Lord is our God. The Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul. Love him with all your mind and with all your strength.’ And here is the second one. ‘Love your 
neighbour as you love yourself.’ There is no commandment more important than these.”Mk.12:28-31 Jesus had 
strong words for the Church members at Laodicea who were only lukewarm: Here is what I 
command you to write to the church in Laodicea. Here are the words of the One who is the Amen. What he 
gives witness to is faithful and true. He rules over what God has created. He says, ‘I know what you are doing. 
I know you aren't cold or hot. I wish you were either one or the other! But you are lukewarm. You aren't hot or 
cold. So I am going to spit you out of my mouth.Rev.3:14-16 Our new life is an abundant life: I have come so 
that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.Jn.10:10 This means we should have enthusiasm in 
our endeavours, passion in our praise, persistence in our prayers, fervour in our faith. So I have 
reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through me in my service to God.Rom.15:17 Don't just 
pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with 
genuine affection, and take delight in honouring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord 
enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When God's people 
are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.Rom.12:9-13 Even before he knew 
the full story of redemption, Apollos taught others enthusiastically: Apollos had been taught the way 
of the Lord, and he taught others about Jesus with an enthusiastic spirit and with accuracy.Acts.18:25 But if we 
don’t serve God with enthusiasm we will end up oppressed, suppressed and depressed! If you do 
not serve the LORD your God with joy and enthusiasm for the abundant benefits you have received, you will 
serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you. You will be left hungry, thirsty, naked, and lacking 
in everything.Deut.28:47-48 However, we must make sure our enthusiasm and zeal is based on 
knowledge (truth) and not just on emotion or determination: Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer 
to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, 
but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and 
sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. Christ is the end of the law so that 
there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.Rom.10:1-4 If someone else thinks they have reasons to put 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness 
based on the law, faultless. But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is 
more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness 
that comes from God on the basis of faith.Phil3:4-9 
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Enthusiasm in our Christian faith is more than some people can cope with because it shows 
passion, life, commitment and involvement. In July 1909 there was a Pentecostal Conference 
at Mülheim, Germany when the joy of the Lord filled many at a Prayer meeting as this article 
from Confidence Magazine records: 

On the Saturday after the Conference we had given notice of an hour of prayer at 10 a.m. 
and were joined by 150 brethren. While much praise and prayer arose to the Lord, the 
Holy Ghost fell upon us so mightily that many began to praise the Lord in new Tongues. 
It was so wonderful to notice how the Holy Ghost took possession of one soul after 
another, giving them the Gift of Tongues. One sister gave messages in Tongues which 
Brother Friemel interpreted. The Lord said, amongst other things: “I have much trouble and 
work with you. Believe in My call, and I will come to you with all the Signs.” Again the Holy Ghost 
fell upon many brethren, and they spoke in Tongues praising God. After this the Lord 
poured the oil of joy over the assembly in such measure that a holy laughter came over us 
all without exception, and tears of joy flowed. Many received an anointing with the Holy 
Ghost. The faithful Lord has filled our mouth with laughter. Simultaneously and as if by 
a definite leading, the jubilation ceased and the Tongues were started again by other 
Brethren. “When the Lord filled their mouth with laughter, He filled also their tongues with 
singing”.Ps.126:1-3 

Interestingly in September 1909 the German Evangelicals produced the Berlin Declaration 
denouncing the Pentecostal movement, declaring that it was not of God and warning that “evil 
spirits’ primary entry point are prophecies, which gradually seek to replace scripture. What makes matters worse: 
the spiritual media consist of mainly women, who usurp leadership over men.” This must be as near as 
anyone can get to blaspheming against the Holy Spirit and was indisputably a spiritual factor in 
the two World Wars! He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 
And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not 
be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against 
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.Matt.12:30-32 This Berlin Declaration 
was printed in the English religious papers and caused quite a lot of confusion, so some 
Pentecostal leaders met in London in the November and put together called “The London 
Declaration” as an encouragement and help to the Pentecostal Believers. The London 
Declaration was a short, scriptural statement about the evidence and results of the Holy Spirit 
baptism and explained that the "Promise of the Father" was, and is, evidenced by the Speaking 
in "Tongues" as the Spirit gives to utter. It also included these seven results of the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit: The Consciousness of the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; The Consciousness 
of our Dwelling in Him and He in us; Divine Illumination concerning His Word and Will; The 
Testimony of Jesus; The Three-fold Conviction of the World by the Spirit in us; Our continual 
guidance into the deep things of God; The continual glorification of Christ (to the exclusion of 
self). It also stated that it is clear from Scripture that God bears witness both with signs and 
wonders and these gifts have not ceased—there is no hint in Holy Scripture that signs and 
miracles were to cease, or that gifts were to be withdrawn from the Body of Christ. However, 
manifestations must be for profit—the gifts are for the building up of the Body of Christ. It 
ended with the statement that it should be clearly understood that the Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost is the Gate into, and not the Goal of, a true and full Christian Life. 
So this year, let’s determine that we will be renowned for our enthusiasm in both our spiritual 
life and also our natural life. That means we will put our heart and soul into everything we do—
our praising, praying, giving, sharing, serving and even our listening! Be devoted to one another with 
mutual love, showing eagerness in honouring one another. Do not lag in zeal, be enthusiastic in spirit, serve the 
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Lord. Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer.Rom.12:10-12 And let’s keep our minds on heavenly 
things, viewing everything in the mirror of eternity, waiting for the coming of our Lord, listening 
for that last trumpet call, havening unto the new heaven and earth. Let’s speak each word as if 
our last word and walk each step as if our final one—and if our life should end this year, let this 
be our best year! 
Questions 
How can we have a good journey through life? 
Can a Christian love God half-heartedly? 
How can we be sure we are zealous for the right things? 
Is there a difference between happy and joy? 
How can we “view everything in the mirror of eternity”? 
Puritan Prayer: Almighty God, as we cross the threshold of this year, we commit ourselves—
our souls, our bodies, our affairs and our friends—into Your care. Watch over us, keep us, 
guide us, direct us, sanctify us and bless us. Incline our hearts to Your ways. As a potter forms 
clay, mould us wholly into the image of Jesus. May our lips be a well-tuned harp to sound Your 
praise. Let those around, see us living by Your Spirit, trampling the world underfoot, 
unconformed to lying vanities, transformed by a renewed mind, clad in the entire armour of 
God, shining as a never-dimmed light and showing holiness in all our doings. Let no evil this 
year soil our thoughts, words or hands. May we travel the miry paths of life, free from spot or 
stain. In needful transactions let our affection be in heaven and our love soar upwards in flames 
of fire. May our gaze be fixed on unseen things, and our eyes open to the emptiness, fragility, 
mockery and vanities of this world. May we view all things in the mirror of eternity, waiting for 
the coming of our Lord, listening for the last trumpet call, havening unto the new heaven and 
earth. Order this year all our communications according to Your wisdom and to the gain of 
mutual good. May we speak each word as if our last word and walk each step as if our final 
one—and if our life should end this year, let this be our best year! 
 
Sunday 14th January Ps.44:1-8 Matt.6  
Pray like Jesus taught us: When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way ungodly people do. 
They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what you need 
even before you ask him. This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven…Matt:5:7-9 
Last week we saw that John prayed for prosperity “I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be 
in good health, just as your soul prospers.” But the word “prosper” literally means “have a good journey”. 
So John’s prayer was for us to have a good journey through life. When journeys take us through 
unknown territories, we need a set of instructions or a map so we don’t get lost—but if the 
map is inaccurate we are likely to lose our way. Some maps are inaccurate because they are out 
of date but some are inaccurate because they were drawn up by people who had never been 
there or seen the area. Many cartographers invent fictitious places called “paper towns” and 
include them on their maps to prevent people plagiarising their work. Google invented a town 
in Lancashire called Argleton and included it in their Maps, but because data from Google is 
used by other online information services, Argleton was treated as a real settlement within the 
L39 postcode area. As a result, Argleton also appeared in numerous listings for things such as 
estate and letting agents, employment agencies and weather! But if we use an inaccurate map 
for our journey through life, we will live a wasted life and miss out on Gpd’s purpose for us—
and end up at the wrong final destination! And if we invent “paper-towns” of superstition, we 
will live in a fantasy world. So we need to ensure that our map for life is genuine, up-to-date 
and accurate! Sir John Franklin (1786 – 1847) was a Royal Navy officer and Arctic explorer. 
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When attempting to traverse the Northwest Passage in 1845, his ships became icebound and 
he and his crew perished. F.W.Boreham in his A Bunch of Everlastings writes:  

Lying on my desk is an ancient map of the world which an old pilot showed to Henry VII 
in the year 1500. One or two continents are missing, but there are ample compensations! 
For, all over the unexplored territory, I find written: 'Here be dragons!’ 'Here be demons!' 'Here be 
sirens!’ ‘Here be savages that worship devils!' and so on. But, on his map of the world, Franklin 
wrote across all the unknown lands and all the uncharted seas, ‘Here is God! When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee! ' And he always found Him there. Who shall doubt that 
when, at last, he set out upon that strange voyage on unknown seas which, sooner or later, 
we must all undertake, he still found the promise true? When Lord Tennyson was asked to 
write an inscription for the monument in Westminster Abbey, he composed the lines that 
are recognized as one of the real adornments of the Abbey— Not here! the White North hath 
thy bones, and thou, Heroic Sailor Soul! Art passing on thy happier voyage now Towards no earthly Pole! 
‘Passing!’ 'Passing on thy happier voyage!' When thou Passest . . . I will be with thee!' Who, I say, can 
doubt the Presence Divine on those uncharted waters? When, in 1875, at the age of eighty-
three, Lady Franklin passed away, Dean Stanley added a postscript to Lord Tennyson's 
inscription. It declared that the monument in the Abbey was 'Erected by his widow, who, after 
long waiting and sending many in search of him, herself departed to seek and to find him in the realms of 
light.' Thus, He who is with each of His voyagers when they sail upon strange waters brings 
them safely home and safely together; and, in the bliss of arrival and reunion, the fierce 
storms and the long separations are alike forgotten. 

Although Franklin did not have an accurate map of the North West Passage, he was not 
intimidated by the unknown because he knew God was with him: Family of Jacob, the LORD 
created you. People of Israel, he formed you. He says, “Do not be afraid. I will set you free. I will send for you 
by name. You belong to me. You will pass through deep waters. But I will be with you. You will pass through 
the rivers. But their waters will not sweep over you. You will walk through fire. But you will not be burned. The 
flames will not harm you. I am the LORD your God. I am the Holy One of Israel. I am the one who saves 
you.Is.43:1-3 We base our information about all spiritual matters, including God, on the Scriptures 
alone and so we should heed Paul’s advice to Timothy to study God’s Word: Keep reminding 
God's people of these things. Warn them before God against quarrelling about words; it is of no value, and only 
ruins those who listen. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to 
be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. [Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman 
that needs not to be ashamed, dividing the word of truth aright.] Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge 
in it will become more and more ungodly. Their teaching will spread like gangrene.2Tim.2:14-17 

After the books included in our NT were originally written they were in general use throughout 
the churches, as were other books (similar to books of sermons, testimonies, etc. of today.) 
After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in 
turn read the letter from Laodicea.Col.4:16 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and 
my scrolls, especially the parchments.2Tim.4:13 But soon an accepted standard needed to be recognised—
a CANON (from Greek κανών kanōn, meaning "rule" or "measuring stick"). The standard or 
“measuring stick” used to measure or accept writing as Scripture, was Inspiration. All Scripture 
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant 
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.2Tim.3:16-17  
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Inspiration was evaluated and demonstrated by these 3 ways: 
1. Intrinsic Content: All have the work and person of Jesus Christ as their central subject and are 
historically correct. 
2. Moral Effect: Transforms people for the good. 
3. Testimony: The Church had accepted them (this merely recognised inspiration, it did not determine it). 

a) Internal Testimony: And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, 
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which 
is indeed at work in you who believe.1Thes.2:13 Take special note of anyone who does not obey our instruction 
in this letter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. Yet do not regard them as 
an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer.2Thes.3:14-15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience 
means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. He 
writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that 
are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their 
own destruction.2Pet.3:15-16 

b) External Testimony: Early Church Fathers: Clement cAD95 makes allusions to 
1Corinthians, Romans & Matthew; Ignatius cAD116 knew of all Paul's letters & quoted 
Matthew; Polycarp cAD150 knew Paul's letters, Matthew & Acts and quoted from 1Peter 
and 1John.  

Note: Christianity does not start by defining God, or Jesus Christ, or salvation—the basis of 
Christianity is found in the authority of Scripture and the writings of Scripture were canonical 
at the moment they were written. If we cannot identify what Scripture is, then we cannot 
properly distinguish any theological truth from error. 
So, having accepted that the Scriptures are our road-map for life, how do we read them and 
what do we do with what we read? First of all, we should never make a doctrine from the Old 
Testament because Jesus has changed everything—even the significance of places and 
promises! Jesus has changed the way we come to God, the way we live, the way we eat, the way 
we worship—and even the way we pray. Of course, the Old Testament part of the Bible is 
integral to our faith and our understanding of God, but we look to the New Testament for 
principles and practice. The Old Testament illustrates our doctrines but we get them from the 
New Testament! Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way of living has disappeared. A 
new way of living has come into existence. God has done all this. He has restored our relationship with him 
through Christ, and has given us this ministry of restoring relationships. In other words, God was using Christ 
to restore his relationship with humanity.2Cor.5:17-19 This doesn’t just mean that our pre-Christian life is 
past but also the pre-Christ life as well—Judaism is outdated. We don’t have a human priest or 
a geographical place or a special performance but we come straight to God Himself through 
Jesus our Mediator and Priest. Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess… Let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.Heb.4:14-16 In that day you 
will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be 
complete.Jn.16:23-24  That is why it is important that we base our principles and practices on what 
Jesus taught and also what the early Church taught. For instance, what we call the Lord’s Supper 
or Communion, was never meant to be the religious ceremony that some Churches have made 
it with “holy” bread and “holy wine with a “holy” priest to administer it. The Lord’s Supper in 
the early Church was a love feast that was shared by the Believers.  
And the Church’s teaching and expectation on Prayer has also deviated so far from the teaching 
of Jesus and the practice of the early Church. Even in Evangelical Churches, the philosophy 
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and theory of prayer has become vastly different from Jesus simple teaching. When you pray, do 
not be like those who only pretend to be holy. They love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street 
corners. They want to be seen by others. What I'm about to tell you is true. They have received their complete 
reward. When you pray, go into your room. Close the door and pray to your Father, who can't be seen. He will 
reward you. Your Father sees what is done secretly. When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way 
ungodly people do. They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them. Your Father 
knows what you need even before you ask him. This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, may your 
name be honoured. May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, just as we also have forgiven those who sin against 
us. Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. Save us from the evil one.Matt.6:5-13 Although there isn’t 
a formula for effective prayer, there are some simple principles for approaching God (which 
includes prayer). The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.Phil.4:5-7 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.Ps.100:4 Just as the Jews of the Old 
Testament had to come happily and thankfully when they came to God in the Temple, so we 
come happily and thankfully to God whenever we commune with Him—including our 
praying—and every Believer can and should be part of this. If we don’t do it God’s way it 
won’t work! Madame Guyon (1648–1717) wrote the Short and Very Easy Method of Prayer in 
which she laid out some very simple principles under the heading: The Prayer of the Heart 
(available from our Church website under Resources:  
http://www.dealpentecostal.co.uk/Madamme%20Guyon%20Short%20and%20Easy%20Met
hod%20of%20Prayer.pdf 

All are capable of prayer, and it is a dreadful misfortune that almost all the world have 
conceived the idea that they are not called to prayer. We are all called to prayer, as we are 
all called to salvation. Prayer is nothing but the application of the heart to God, and the 
internal exercise of love. St. Paul has enjoined us to "pray without ceasing;" (1Thess.5:17) and 
our Lord bids us watch and pray (Mk.13:33,37): all therefore may, and all ought to practise 
prayer. I grant that meditation is attainable but by few, for few are capable of it; and 
therefore, my beloved brethren who are athirst for salvation, meditative prayer is not the 
prayer which God requires of you, nor which we would recommend… All who are 
desirous of prayer, may easily pray, enabled by those ordinary graces and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit which are common to all men… You must, then, learn a species of prayer which 
may be exercised at all times; which does not obstruct outward employments; which may 
be equally practised by princes, kings, prelates, priests and magistrates, soldiers and 
children, tradesmen, labourers, women, and sick persons; it is not the prayer of the head, 
but OF THE HEART… It is not a prayer of the understanding alone, for the mind of man is 
so limited in its operations that it can have but one object at a time; but it is the PRAYER 

OF THE HEART which is not interrupted by the exercises of reason. Nothing can interrupt 
this prayer but disordered affections; and when once we have enjoyed God, and the 
sweetness of his love, we shall find it impossible to relish aught but himself… Nothing is 
so easily obtained as the possession and enjoyment of God. He is more present to us than 
we are to ourselves. He is more desirous of giving Himself to us than we are to possess 
Him; we only need to know how to seek Him, and the way is easier and more natural to 
us than breathing. 

Prayer can never be reduced to a formula because Prayer is fellowship with the Father through 
Jesus Christ. Prayer is communion with the Father; it is pondering what His Word says about our ideas and 

http://www.dealpentecostal.co.uk/Madamme%20Guyon%20Short%20and%20Easy%20Method%20of%20Prayer.pdf
http://www.dealpentecostal.co.uk/Madamme%20Guyon%20Short%20and%20Easy%20Method%20of%20Prayer.pdf
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conforming our concepts to His. Never contemplate that sacred season with demons on your mind. Never project 
a war with darkness or anticipate a battle with evil forces. Christ did all of that for us, in our name.Col.1:13; 2:15 
(T.L.Osborn) The thought of God stirs a person so deeply that he cannot be content unless he praises Him, 
because He made us for Himself and our hearts find no peace until they rest in Him (Augustine of Hippo). 
When we use the Scriptures as the basis of our prayers, prayer becomes easy and effective: We 
learn to speak to God because God has spoken to us and speaks to us… God’s speech in Jesus Christ meets us 
in the Holy Scriptures. If we wish to pray with confidence and gladness, then the words of Holy Scripture will 
have to be the solid basis of our prayer (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible). And in 
fact, the Bible states that it only takes one prayer from one person who is righteous to be 
effective: The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.Jas.5:16 And yet, when Believers come 
together to prayer heaven shakes the earth! When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where 
they were sitting.Acts.2:1-2 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign 
Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them… After they prayed, 
the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word 
of God boldly.Acts.4:24-31 What would happen if we prayed like that when we come together?  
As we continue to base our Christian principles and practices on New Testament Scripture 
rather than tradition, we will find rest for our souls. For Jesus’ yoke is easy to bear, and the burden He gives 
us is light.Matt.11:29-30 
Questions: 
How can we be sure that the Bible is trustworthy? 
Why is it important to read the Bible correctly? 
How can we be sure that we are interpreting the Bible correctly? 
Why should we take Jesus’ teaching on prayer seriously? 
How can we apply Jesus’ teaching on prayer to ourself? 
How can we apply Jesus’ teaching on prayer to our Church? 
Puritan Prayer: You are the great Three-in-One, the Author of all the blessings that I enjoy 
and of all that I hope for. You have taught me that the experience of present evils, the 
remembrances of former sins, nor the remonstrances of friends, cannot, nor will not, affect a 
sinner’s thought—unless You vouchsafe to reveal Your grace. You have shown me that the 
sensible effusions of divine love in the soul are superior to, and distinct from, bodily health—
and that oft-times spiritual comforts are at their highest when physical well-being is at its lowest. 
You have given me the ordinance of song as a means of grace—fit me to bear my part in that 
ever-new music which is being sung before Your throne by angels and the saints made perfect. 
I bless You for tempering every distress with joy, because too much of the former might weigh 
me down—You are wise to give me a taste of both! Apart from You, I quickly die; bereft of 
You, I starve; far from You, I thirst and droop—but You are all I need. I love You for giving 
me clusters of grapes in the wilderness and drops of heavenly wine that set me longing to have 
my fill. Let me continually grasp the promise: ‘I will never leave You nor forsake You.’ 
 
Sunday 14th January Ps.44:1-8 Matt.6  
Pray like Jesus taught us (continued): When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way ungodly 
people do. They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what 
you need even before you ask him. This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven…Matt:5:7-9 
Last week we introduced the theme of praying like Jesus taught us and talked about making 
sure that we had a map for our life-journey—a map that was both up-to-date and accurate—
and that when we traverse unknown territories, we don’t declare “here be dragons” or “here be 
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demons” but rather, declare “here be God”! Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not 
set you ablaze. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.Is.43:1-3 Because we 
accept the Scriptures as God’s Word, we can expect God to speak through them to us today. 
But our main problem is not in reading the Bible (because we now have it in our own language) 
but in rightly dividing the word of Truth. Keep reminding God's people of these things. Warn them before 
God against quarrelling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word 
of truth. [Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, dividing the 
word of truth aright.] Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 
Their teaching will spread like gangrene.2Tim.2:14-17 We need to know what is Old Covenant and what is 
New Covenant; what is a possibility and what is a promise; what is a parable and what is a 
prophesy; what is a figure of speech and what is fact; what is past, what is present and what is 
future. If we get confused about what we are reading in God’s Word, we will miss out on God’s 
purposes for our life and spend our time and energy on “chasing after the wind”Eccl.1:14 instead of 
being established in our faith like a “firmly embedded nail”.Eccl.12:11 
We also saw last week that the early Church came to an agreement about which writings were 
inspired by God and were Scripture, and which writings were inspirational but were not 
Scripture. For instance, Paul’s letter to the Colossians was accepted as Scripture but his letter 
to the Laodiceans was not accepted as Scripture: After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also 
read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.Col.4:16 The early 
Church agreed that the inspiration of Scripture was demonstrated by its Intrinsic Content (they 
it had the work and person of Jesus Christ as its central subject and was historically correct); by 
its Moral Effect (that it had transformed people for the good) and by its internal and external 
Testimony (that it fitted in with rest of Scripture and that the early Church Fathers accepted it 
as Scripture). Because God entrusted our salvation and our faith to the 1st generation Christians 
of the very early Church, we can be sure of our salvation or of our faith, and that there is now 
no new revelation of God: Dear friends, I had intended to write to you about the salvation we share. But 
something has come up. It demands that I write to you and encourage you to continue your fight for the Christian 
faith that was entrusted to God's holy people once for all time. Some people have slipped in among you unnoticed. 
Not long ago they were condemned in writing for the following reason: They are people to whom God means 
nothing. They use God's kindness as an excuse for sexual freedom and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ.Jude.3-4 Any discovery of other “scriptures” or revelation of a “new doctrine” shows a lack of 
common sense and is a denial of Jesus Christ.  
If we are to pray with our mind as well as our spirit, then it goes without saying that we should 
be able to read with our mind and understand what we have read: So Philip ran up to the chariot. 
He heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you're reading?” Philip asked. “How 
can I?” he said. “I need someone to explain it to me.” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Here 
is the part of Scripture the official was reading. It says, “He was led like a sheep to be killed. Just as lambs are 
silent while their wool is being cut off, he did not open his mouth. When he was treated badly, he was refused a 
fair trial. Who can say anything about his children? His life was cut off from the earth.” The official said to 
Philip, “Tell me, please. Who is the prophet talking about? Himself, or someone else?” Then Philip began with 
that same part of Scripture. He told him the good news about Jesus.Acts.8:30-35 
We have full confidence in the Scripture that have been passed down to us—we have full 
confidence in their completion, in their inspiration and in their effectiveness. The Scriptures 
that were accepted by the early Church and have been passed down through the centuries are 
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as relevant now as when they were first written. But as language changes every 40 years or so, 
new translations of the Bible are necessary to keep their original meaning accessible to those 
who are not academics. 
For instance, the King James Version of the Bible was printed in A.D.1611 and included the 
Apocrypha (which wasn’t removed until 1885). But it was a quite a basic work and contained 
many errors because the translators’ knowledge of Hebrew was limited and they used the Textus 
Receptus (Received Text) which was the work of Erasmus (who Martin Luther dismissed as “the 
vilest miscreant that ever disgraced the earth”). Luther wrote Erasmus is very pitiful with his prefaces, though 
he tries to smooth them over; he appears to see no difference between Jesus Christ our Saviour, and the wise pagan 
legislator Solon. He sneers at St. Paul and St. John; and ventures to say, that the Epistle to the Romans, 
whatever it might have been at a former period, is not applicable to the present state of things. Nevertheless, 
regardless of the human work of translation, the Bible is the Word of God and the very words 
are impregnated with spiritual life and contain intrinsic power which does not abate in the 
translation. 
So what should we do about Jesus’ teaching on prayer? The simple answer is just do it! When 
you pray, do not be like those who only pretend to be holy. They love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on 
the street corners. They want to be seen by others. What I'm about to tell you is true. They have received their 
complete reward. When you pray, go into your room. Close the door and pray to your Father, who can't be seen. 
He will reward you. Your Father sees what is done secretly. When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the 
way ungodly people do. They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them. Your Father 
knows what you need even before you ask him. This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, may your 
name be honoured. May your kingdom come. May what you want to happen be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, just as we also have forgiven those who sin against 
us. Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. Save us from the evil one.Matt.6:5-13 God alone is worthy 
of our spiritual focus and attention and He alone can answer our prayers. And so we pray to an 
audience of One—we pray to God not to those around us. We pray to an audience of One 
even in the congregation, because prayer is personal even if we are all praying at the same time: 
When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made 
the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them… After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.Acts.4:24-31 

We can also pray personally in the congregation when we hear someone else pray and we say 
“Amen” to it. (“Amen” means “This is true, I believe it, I’m making this prayer mine!”) For if I 
pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but 
I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind. If you are praising 
God with your spirit, how can one who finds himself among those who do not understand say “Amen” to your 
thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are saying? You may be giving thanks well enough, but the other 
man is not edified.1Cor.14:14-17 But whenever we pray, we pray to God not to the congregation. And 
it is not how long we pray or how loud we pray that matters—it is whether we are righteous or 
not! The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.Jas.5:16 Our righteousness does not come 
from what we do but from who we are: What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according 
to the flesh, discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast 
about—but not before God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”Rom.4:1-3 Righteousness is given to us by God’s grace and received by faith which 
results in the forgiveness of our sins: Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as 
an obligation. However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is 
credited as righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom God 
credits righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
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covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” …Therefore, the promise comes 
by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring—not only to those who 
are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all… [Abraham] did 
not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to 
God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him 
as righteousness.” The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom 
God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was 
delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.Rom.4:4-25 Those who are not 
righteous—those who are not right with God and have not been freed from the penalty of their 
sins—cannot pray effectively, and actually, their prayers are detestable to God. If anyone turns a 
deaf ear to [God’s] instruction, even their prayers are detestable.Prov.28:9 The LORD detests the sacrifice of the 
wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases him… The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer 
of the righteous.Prov.15:8;29 There is always value in people coming together in the name of Jesus—
even for unbelievers coming together in the name of Jesus—but to ask unbelievers to intercede 
for us (or for anything, even our nation) is not only a waste of time but, according to Scripture, 
detestable to God! The same applies to so called “inter-faith” prayers. If we don’t come to God 
the Father through Jesus His Son, then we don’t come to God at all and if we invoke the names 
of other “gods” we blaspheme. “Be careful to do everything I have said to you. Do not invoke the names 
of other gods; do not let them be heard on your lips.Ex.23:13 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written 
in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. Do not associate with these 
nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve 
them or bow down to them. But you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now.Josh.23:6-8 I 
say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.” I say of the holy people who are 
in the land, “They are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.” Those who run after other gods will suffer more 
and more. I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods or take up their names on my lips. LORD, you 
alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant 
places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.Ps.16:2-6 
God doesn’t respond to prayer—God responds to faith: Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.”Lk7:50 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.Eph.2:8-9 God is not moved by the volume or 
length of our prayers: When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way ungodly people do. They think 
they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them.Matt.6:7 But God is moved by our faith: When 
Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, “I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone 
in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their 
places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.Matt.8:10-11 We need faith to 
please God: And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.Heb.11:6 And God does answer prayer: I 
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal 
life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears 
us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.1Jn.5:13-

15 Our prayers do not inform God of anything He doesn’t already know, so we don’t have to 
worry about including all the information about our needs in our prayers! Your Father knows what 
you need even before you ask him.Matt.6:7-8 God says that He will answer us before we call: Before they 
call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.Is.65:24 But we still need to pray because God 
can’t answer prayers that have never been prayed! So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
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finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.Lk.11:9-10 People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will 
weep no more. How gracious he will be when you cry for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you.Is.30:19 

I like Greg Koukl’s principle of praying according to the acronym SIP: Specifically, Intelligibly, 
Persuasively. Prayer is harder when it is rambling—it is harder for the person praying, and it is 
harder for those listening when prayer is in a group. Prayer is conversation and we should 
simply talk normally when speaking to God. If we were speaking to someone of importance 
and making request for help or provision, we would explain our need, why we need it, and why 
our request should be granted. We should do the same with God—we should pray in full 
sentences, intelligibly, with complete thoughts. Our prayers should include clear, specific 
requests, and straightforward, genuine expressions of feeling and thanks. We should also give 
reasons why God ought to respond to our appeals. Sometimes it is helpful to write out our 
prayers as it forces us to put more clarity and substance into them. We don’t need to be pious, 
just clear, genuine, meaningful and relevant. But the overriding principle of Chrisitan prayer is 
thankfulness, gratitude and reverence. 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.Phil.4:4-7 

Questions 
What are the main differences between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant? 
How can we know what parts of the Bible are potentials (aspirations) and what are promises? 
What is faith? 
How can we develop our faith? 
How do we pray in faith? 
Puritan Prayer: Gracious God, I praise You for the wonder of Your love in Jesus. He is 
heaven’s darling, but for me, He is the incarnate, despised, rejected, crucified sin-bearer. In Him 
Your grace has almost out-graced itself; in Him Your love to rebels has reached its height—O 
to love You with a love like this! My thoughts are locked—let Your love be the master key to 
open them. O Father, I adore You for Your great love in the gift of Jesus. O Jesus, I bless You 
for resigning Your life for me. O Holy Spirit, I thank You for revealing to me this mystery. 
Great God, let Your Son see in me the travail of His soul! Bring me away from my false trusts 
to rest in Him and Him alone. Let me not be so callous to His merit as not to love Him or be 
so indifferent to His blood as to not desire cleansing. Lord Jesus, Master, Redeemer, Saviour, 
come and take entire possession of me—this is Your right by purchase.  
 
Sunday 28th January Ps.138 Matt.6  
Pray like Jesus taught us (continued): When you pray, do not keep talking on and on the way ungodly 
people do. They think they will be heard because they talk a lot. Do not be like them. Your Father knows what 
you need even before you ask him. This is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven…Matt:5:7-9 
The wonderful thing about praying is that you leave a world of not being able to do something, 
and enter God's realm where everything is possible—He specializes in the impossible; nothing 
is too great for His almighty power; nothing is too small for His love.Corrie ten Boom 
God is Spirit and only spirit beings can have a meaningful relationship with God, and so prayer 
is unique to the human race—animals don’t and can’t pray because they don’t have a spirit. But 
whilst many people may say that they pray to God, they usually ignore God’s instructions. God 
has made it easy for us to come to Him and told us how to do it! As we saw last week, the 
prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective: The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
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effective.Jas.5:16 But God detests the prayer of the wicked: If anyone turns a deaf ear to [God’s] instruction, 
even their prayers are detestable.Prov.28:9 The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous.Prov.15:29 Jesus said that we cannot come to God any other way than through Him—and 
if we try to come to God any other way, we are deceived or dishonest—and dangerous! Jesus 
answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really 
know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”Jn.14:6-7 Therefore 
Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will 
come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.Jn.10:7-10 Because Jesus is the Truth, what He says is true and those 
who dispute what Jesus says are liars—which makes them an antichrist! I do not write to you because 
you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. Who is the liar? 
It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the Son. 
No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.1Jn.2:21-23 If we 
disagree with God, we are wrong! God is true, even though every human being is a liar. It is written, “You 
are right when you sentence me. You are fair when you judge me.”Rom.3:4 How terrible it will be for anyone who 
argues with his Maker! He is like a broken piece of pottery lying on the ground. Does clay say to a potter, 
“What are you making?”Is.45:9 Prayer is primarily about fellowship—about being part of God’s 
family, about sharing, partaking, participating, about communion—and so we should pray 
differently from the people who make a show of their religion. God already knows what we 
need and so we should never reduce prayer to a shopping list. Of course, there is a time for 
asking, but we should ask from dependence not despair, from faith not frenzy, from reverence 
not rebellion or resentment! You want what you don't have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are 
jealous of what others have, but you can't get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you 
don't have what you want because you don't ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don't get it because 
your motives are all wrong–you want only what will give you pleasure.Jas.4:2-3 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.Phil.4:4-7 Jesus 
said we can receive anything from God if we only believe: Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for 
in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.Mk.11:24 But John clarifies what Jesus meant 
by explaining that we must ask according to God’s Will: I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—
whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.1Jn.5:13-15  

This is how Jesus said we should pray:- 
Our Father in heaven: When we come to God, our priority is to relate to God as our Father. 
Jesus regularly referred to God as His Father, and after His resurrection, Jesus affirmed that 
God was our Father too: Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' 
”Jn.20:17 Being a child of God is not a generational relationship or even a racial relationship but a 
spiritual relationship: The Word was in the world that was made through him. But the world did not recognize 
him. He came to what was his own. But his own people did not accept him. Some people did accept him. They 
believed in his name. He gave them the right to become children of God. To be a child of God has nothing to do 
with human parents. Children of God are not born because of human choice or because a husband wants them 
to be born. They are born because of what God does.Jn.1:10-13 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 
children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the 
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Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory.Rom.8:14-17 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. 
I have not come on my own; God sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear 
what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his 
native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! Can 
any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me? Whoever belongs to God 
hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”Jn.8:42-47 God’s title of 
“Father” should be respected, hallowed and honoured because it is holy: Don't let anyone call you 
'Rabbi,' for you have only one teacher, and all of you are equal as brothers and sisters. And don't address anyone 
here on earth as 'Father,' for only God in heaven is your spiritual Father. And don't let anyone call you 
'Teacher,' for you have only one teacher, the Messiah. The greatest among you must be a servant. But those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.Matt.23:8-12 Jesus certainly 
didn’t mean that we shouldn’t call our Dad “Father”—and in both the Old and New Testaments 
we are told to honour our parents: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honour 
your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— “so that it may go well with you 
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”Eph.6:1-3 Paul said that he was a spiritual father to the 
Believers in Corinth and that Timothy was his spiritual son (making Paul a spiritual father to 
him!). Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I 
became your father through the gospel. Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this reason I have sent to you 
Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, 
which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church.1Cor.4:15-17 But Paul never used his calling of 
apostle to pull rank on people—he did not say “Paul the Apostle” but addressed his letters like 
this: Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.Rom.1:1 So, Jesus 
did not mean that we should not respect our natural parents or even our spiritual parents but 
rather that we should acknowledge God as our true Father and give Him the respect that He 
deserves: See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we 
are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is 
pure.1Jn.3:1-3 Although God is in heaven, He is also very near—God most high and God most 
nigh: For this is what the high and lofty One says—he who lives forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high 
and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive 
the heart of the contrite.Is.57:15 
Hallowed be Your Name. God’s Name and God’s Word are equally important and we respect 
both as holy. I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your 
faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word. When I called, you answered me; 
you made me bold and stouthearted.Ps.138:2-3 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.Phil.2:9-11 God 
the Father and God the Son are One: My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are 
one.Jn.10:27-30 And both God the Father’s Name and Jesus’ Name share the same wonder and awe: 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
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Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.Is.9:6 The angel of GOD said, “What's 
this? You ask for my name? You wouldn't understand—it's sheer wonder.”Jdg.13:18 All this also comes from the 
LORD Almighty, whose plan is wonderful, whose wisdom is magnificent.Is.28:29 Great is the LORD in Zion. 
He is honoured over all of the nations. Let them praise his great and wonderful name [glorious and awesome 
name]. He is holy. The King is mighty. He loves what is fair. He has set up the rules for fairness. He has done 
what is right and fair for the people of Jacob. Honour the LORD our God. Worship at his feet. He is holy.Ps.99:2-

5 We honour God’s Name because He is worthy: I saw heaven standing open. There was a white horse, 
and its rider is named Faithful and True. With integrity he judges and wages war. His eyes are flames of fire. 
On his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him, but only he knows what it is. He wears clothes 
dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven, wearing pure, white linen, follow him 
on white horses. A sharp sword comes out of his mouth to defeat the nations. He will rule them with an iron 
sceptre and tread the winepress of the fierce anger of God Almighty. On his clothes and his thigh he has a name 
written: King of kings and Lord of lords.Rev.19:11-16 And we also honour God’s Name because we love 
Him and want to honour Him—His Name is precious As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected 
by humans but chosen by God and precious to him—you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture 
it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never 
be put to shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.1Pet.1:4-7 And He is worthy of our adoration: 
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they were 
saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour 
and glory and praise!”Rev.5:11-12 

Your kingdom come. Some Christians have still not understood the difference between the 
Old Covenant and New Covenant (we looked at the main differences at our Bible Study on 
Wednesday). The Old Covenant Kingdom of God was a nationalistic, political kingdom based 
in the Middle East with the city of Jerusalem at its centre and the Temple as the focal point 
because that is where God met with people. In the New Covenant, the Kingdom of God is the 
fulfilment of that type or illustration and it is far superior to the old. But the ministry Jesus has 
received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded 
on better promises. For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought 
for another.Heb.8:6-7 The New Covenant kingdom of God is a spiritual Kingdom based in heaven 
with the New Jerusalem at its centre and the Throne of God as its focal point [the New 
Jerusalem is people not a place: I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God.Rev.21:2-3]. The Kingdom of God is often called the Kingdom of 
Heaven. In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one 
calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.' ”Matt.3:1-3 As you go, 
proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.'Matt.10:7 The disciples came to him and asked, 
“Why do you speak to the people in parables?” He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom 
of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.Matt.13:10-11 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser 
of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from 
death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!Rev.12:10-12 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this 
world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another 
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place.” “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for 
this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth 
listens to me.”Jn.18:36-37 The New Covenant Kingdom of God is the rule of Christ in people’s 
hearts—it is where people willingly submit to Jesus authority and confess Him as “Lord”. Jesus 
said that we should pray that His rule and reign should come here on earth, now (not just in 
the future). Christianity is not just “pie is the sky when we die”—it is also “steak on the plate 
while wait”!! Although the Kingdom of God is spiritual, it affects our daily physical life and 
elevates us out of the dirt, despair, dishonour, distress, dis-ease and disaster, and into the 
“heavenly places” where Jesus Christ lives and reigns. Since you have been raised to new life with 
Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honour at God's right hand. 
Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden 
with Christ in God. And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his 
glory.Col.3:1-4 No wonder Jesus taught us to pray “Your Kingdom come”! 
So let’s keep praying—with thanksgiving—asking God our heavenly Father, to help us honour 
His Name and to take full control of our lives as we seek His Kingdom. But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. [Steep your life in God-reality, 
God-initiative, God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human concerns 
will be met. Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don't get worked up about what may 
or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time 
comes.]Matt.6:33-34 

Questions 
What is prayer? 
What does “don't address anyone here on earth as 'Father,'” mean? 
How can we honour God’s Name? 
Where is God’s Kingdom? 
What is God’s Will? 
How is God’s Will done on earth? 
Puritan Prayer: Lord Jesus, Master, Redeemer, Saviour, come and take entire possession of 
me—this is Your right by purchase. In the arms of love, enfold and subdue my wilful spirit. 
Take, sanctify and use my every faculty. I am not ashamed of my hope, nor has my confidence 
led me into confusion. I trusted in You regarding my innumerable sins and You have cast them 
behind Your back. I trusted in You when evils encompassed me, and You brought me out into 
a beautiful place. I trusted in You in an hour of distress and You did not fail me, though faith 
trembled. O God of the eternal choice; O God of the restored possession purchased on the 
tree; O God of the effectual call—Father, Son, Holy Spirit—I adore Your glory, honour, 
majesty, power and dominion for ever. 
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February 2024 
In God we trust: Do not let your hearts be troubled. You trust in God; trust also in Me. My Father's house 
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for 
you?Jn.14:1-2 
Thought for the Month: If you are born again, you are a child of God. Never tear yourself 
out of that relationship and the righteousness of God by saying that you are dirty or unclean—
Jesus’ blood has cleansed you and His life has been delivered to you! It is alright to sing that as 
an unregenerate but it is not the experience of the sons and daughters of God. John G Lake 
 
Sunday 4th February Ps.46 Matt.6  
Praying as Jesus taught us to pray. 
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
God’s Kingdom is a spiritual Kingdom and the values and ethics of God’s Kingdom are in total 
harmony with God’s character. That is why Paul writes: The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 
ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that 
those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.Gal.3:19-21 There are two spiritual kingdoms—
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions 
and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.Eph.2:1-6 Under the Old Covenant 
God’s spiritual Kingdom was often prophesied about in the same context as political kingdoms: 
In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be 
left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 
This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a rock that broke 
the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. The great God has shown the king what will take 
place in the future. The dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.Dan.2:44-45 But the people of faith 
understood the difference between the kingdoms of this world and God’s heavenly Kingdom: 
All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but 
they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 
Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to a country they can call their own. If they had longed 
for the country they came from, they could have gone back. But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly 
homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.Heb.11:13-16 

And when Jesus came, He explained that His Kingdom was not political: Jesus said, “My kingdom 
is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is 
from another place.”Jn.18:36  Jesus explained that we are to live by the values and ethics of God’s 
Kingdom not by the values and ethics of this world’s kingdom: Jesus said to them, “The kings of 
nations have power over their people, and those in authority call themselves friends of the people. But you're not 
going to be that way! Rather, the greatest among you must be like the youngest, and your leader must be like a 
servant. Who's the greatest, the person who sits at the table or the servant? Isn't it really the person who sits at 
the table? But I'm among you as a servant. You have stood by me in the troubles that have tested me. So as my 
Father has given me a kingdom, I'm giving it to you. You will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. You 
will also sit on thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel.”Lk.22:25-30 God’s values are inseparable from 
His Will and are recorded in the Scriptures for us so we can know His Will and align our values 
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to His values. Of course, we live in this world and so we should function as citizens of political 
kingdoms but we “march to a different tune”—we have different standards and different ethics 
from those who are not in God’s Kingdom. Dear friends, you are outsiders and strangers in this world. 
So I'm asking you not to give in to your sinful longings. They fight against your soul. People who don't believe 
might say you are doing wrong. But lead good lives among them. Then they will see your good works. And they will 
give glory to God on the day he comes to judge.1Pet.2:11-12 Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens. 
Respect the authorities, whatever their level; they are God's emissaries for keeping order. It is God's will that by 
doing good, you might cure the ignorance of the fools who think you're a danger to society. Exercise your freedom 
by serving God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love your spiritual family. 
Revere God. Respect the government.1Pet.2:13-17  When Jesus said we should pray for God’s Kingdom 
and His Will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, it was because God wants us involved in 
His Kingdom, not because He can’t manage without us! Prayer is expressing our dependence 
on God—it is communing with the Father, pondering what His Word says about our ideas and 
then conforming our concepts to His! That is why we must get to know God through His 
Word.  

When we pray, we can rely on Jesus Christ, who is always praying for us and with us. 
Christ’s praying on our behalf is what makes our prayers true prayer. Prayer is not 
fundamentally about us pouring out our words, our hearts, or our emotions to God… 
When suffering and grief make it difficult to pray, we can rest in the reality that the Holy 
Spirit and Jesus Christ will continue to intercede on our behalf... Praying with the 
borrowed words of the Bible was one way God rebuilt my life of prayer on a more solid 
basis, reminding me that prayer is answering God, not generating my relationship with 
God. Kristen Deede Johnson, “Our Theology of Prayer Matters More than Our Feelings.” 

Give us today our daily bread. To ask God for our daily food is not being lazy—we are not 
asking God to put our food on in our cupboard or on our plate! To ask God for our daily food 
means that we recognize that we depend on God for everything—our food and even our breath: 
God who gives you the breath of life and controls your destiny!Dan.5:23 Don't be deceived, my dear brothers and 
sisters. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadows.Jas.1:16-17 We still need to sow the seed to grow the wheat to make the 
bread: Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let your hands not be idle, for you do not know which will 
succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well.Eccl.11:6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you 
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God 
is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work. As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures 
forever.” Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.2Cor.9:6-11 However, 
we should remember that it is God who enables us to work—especially when our own hard 
work is productive! You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this 
wealth for me.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, 
and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.Deut.8:17-18 LORD, you establish 
peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us.Is.26:12  Of course, we must do our part but 
we rely on God to meet our daily needs: For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The 
one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not 
busy; they are busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn 
the food they eat.2Thess.3:10-12  And following Jesus’ example, we should always thank God for His 
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provision: And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves.Matt.14:19 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples.Matt.26:26 Because God’s Kingdom is 
a spiritual Kingdom, our priority is our spiritual welfare but we still need to eat and drink. God 
has given us a body that needs regular nourishment but we should never make our physical 
needs a priority: Every word of God is perfect. He is like a shield to those who trust in him. He keeps them 
safe. Don't add to his words. If you do, he will correct you. He will prove that you are a liar. LORD, I ask you 
for two things. Don't refuse me before I die. Keep lies far away from me. Don't make me either poor or rich, but 
give me only the bread I need each day. If you don't, I might have too much. Then I might say I don't know you. 
I might say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I might become poor and steal. Then I would bring shame to the name 
of my God.Prov.30:5-9 Physical food is not the same as spiritual food and we can’t get more spiritual 
by eating or not eating physical food! But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do 
not eat, and no better if we do.1Cor.8:8 But you were cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right with God 
by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. You say, "I am allowed to do 
anything"–but not everything is good for you. And even though "I am allowed to do anything," I must not become 
a slave to anything. You say, "Food was made for the stomach, and the stomach for food." (This is true, though 
someday God will do away with both of them.)1Cor.6:11-13 If you have died with Christ to the world's way of doing 
things, why do you let others tell you how to live? It's as though you were still under the world's influence. People 
will tell you, “Don't handle this! Don't taste or touch that!” All of these things deal with objects that are only used 
up anyway. These things look like wisdom with their self-imposed worship, false humility, and harsh treatment of 
the body. But they have no value for holding back the constant desires of your corrupt nature.Col.2:20-23 But “give us 
today” also reminds us to live in the present and not to take on tomorrow’s cares: Steep your life in 
God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human 
concerns will be met. Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don't get worked up about 
what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time 
comes.Matt.6:33-34 Faith is about now—it is about relating to God in the present: Now faith is…Heb.11:1 
But I trust in you, LORD; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in your hands.Ps.41:14-15  
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. Our relationship with God 
is based on the forgiveness of our sin which is a work of grace (i.e. God freely forgives our sin 
by the merit of Jesus’ death alone—and His forgiveness of our sin is unconditional). Therefore, 
my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him 
everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of 
Moses.-Acts.13:38-39 But in this prayer Jesus is explaining that if we hold a grudge against someone 
else, we will disconnect with God and never experience the peace that God has promised us. 
The New Covenant deals with our conscience in a way that the Old Covenant never could: The 
Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the 
first tabernacle was still functioning. This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and 
sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a matter of food and 
drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order. But when 
Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. He did not 
enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, 
thus obtaining eternal redemption… How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 
serve the living God! or this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive 
the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed 
under the first covenant.Heb.9:8-15 Although grace (or love) and peace are gifts from God, they are also 
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fruit of the Spirit: The fruit of that righteousness will be peace; its effect will be quietness and confidence 
forever.Is.32:7 But the spiritual nature produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There are no laws against things like that. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified their corrupt nature along with its passions and desires. If we live by our spiritual nature, then our lives 
need to conform to our spiritual nature. We can't allow ourselves to act arrogantly and to provoke or envy each 
other.Gal.5:22-26 But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy peace and prosperity.Ps.37:11 We cannot buy 
spiritual fruit with money or anything else from the natural world because it is a by-product of 
living in Christ: Live in me, and I will live in you. A branch cannot produce any fruit by itself. It has to stay 
attached to the vine. In the same way, you cannot produce fruit unless you live in me. I am the vine. You are the 
branches. Those who live in me while I live in them will produce a lot of fruit. But you can't produce anything 
without me.Jn.15:4-5  Both grace and peace come from knowing God the Father and God the Son 
(who is the Prince of peace): Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.2Pet.1:2 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the 
blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace.Eph.2:13-14 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.Is.9:6-7 Therefore, since 
we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.Rom.5:1 When we 
know God and pray with gratitude and gentleness, peace will fill our heart: Rejoice in the Lord 
always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.Phil.4:4-7 Loving God’s Word produces peace: Great peace have those who love your law, and nothing 
can make them stumble. I wait for your salvation, LORD, and I follow your commands. I obey your statutes, 
for I love them greatly. I obey your precepts and your statutes, for all my ways are known to you.Ps.119:165-168 And 
keeping our minds on spiritual matters produces peace: You will keep in perfect peace those whose 
minds are steadfast, because they trust in you. Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD himself, 
is the Rock eternal.Is.26:3-4 But if we hold a grudge against anyone, the peace that should control us 
and rule our hearts will be disrupted! As holy people whom God has chosen and loved, be sympathetic, 
kind, humble, gentle, and patient. Put up with each other, and forgive each other if anyone has a complaint. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. Above all, be loving. This ties everything together perfectly. Also, let Christ's 
peace control you. God has called you into this peace by bringing you into one body. Be thankful. Let Christ's 
word with all its wisdom and richness live in you. Use psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to teach and instruct 
yourselves about God's kindness. Sing to God in your hearts. Everything you say or do should be done in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.Col.3:12-17 No wonder Jesus said: For 
if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive 
men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.Matt.6:14-15 (The word “forgive” here, literally means 
“to send away” or “expire” and so if we don’t forgive others we will still carry the guilt of our own 
sins!) 
So, as we pray like Jesus taught us to pray, let us continue to make God’s spiritual Kingdom 
our priority without worrying unduly about tomorrow, showing our dependence on God by 
asking Him for our daily provision—but still making provision and preparation for the future! 
And let’s make every effort to live in harmony with the Holy Spirit so that God’s peace will fill 
our hearts and minds. Then we will not only pray as Jesus taught us, but we will also live as He 
expects us to live! 
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Questions 
What are the main differences between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world? 
Can we be citizens of God’s Kingdom and be good citizens in our country? 
Why should we pray for our daily bread? 
On what basis does God forgive our sins? 
Explain: forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
What is peace? 
How do we get God’s peace? 
Puritan Prayer:  
O Lord God, help me to remember that your grace precedes, accompanies and follows my 
salvation; that your grace sustains the redeemed soul; that not one link in the chain of Your 
grace can ever break. From Calvary’s cross, wave upon wave of Your grace reaches me; Your 
grace deals with my sin; Your grace washes me clean; Your grace renews my thoughts; Your 
grace strengthens my will; Your grace draws out my affection; Your grace kindles a flame in my 
soul. Your grace rules throughout my inner man; Your grace consecrates my every thought, 
word and work; Your grace teaches me Your immeasurable love. How great are my privileges 
in Christ Jesus! Without Him I stand far off, a stranger, an outcast; but in Him I draw near and 
touch His kingly sceptre. Without Him I dare not lift up my guilty eyes; but in Him I gaze upon 
my Father-God and my Friend. Without Him I hide my lips in trembling shame; but in Him I 
open my mouth in petition and praise. Without Him all is wrath and consuming fire; but in 
Him is all love and the repose of my soul. Without Him is gaping hell below me and eternal 
anguish; but in Him its gates are barred to me by His precious blood. Without Him darkness 
spreads its horrors in front; but in Him an eternity of glory is my boundless horizon. Without 
Him all within me is terror and dismay; but in Him every accusation is charmed into joy and 
peace. Without Him all things external call for my condemnation; but in Him they minister to 
my comfort and are to be enjoyed with thanksgiving. Praise be to You for Your grace and for 
the unspeakable gift of Jesus. 
 
Sunday 11th February 10. Ps.47 Matt.6 
Praying as Jesus taught us to pray: Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for Yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
Over the last few weeks we have been looking at the Model Prayer that Jesus taught His 
disciples. We have seen that our priority in prayer is to reverence Almighty God and although 
He is holy, He is not detached from us but very intimate and Someone we can legitimately call 
“our Father”. He is God most high and God most nigh—He is in heaven but He is also in our 
heart! For this is what the high and lofty One says—he who lives forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high 
and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive 
the heart of the contrite.Is.57:15 In fact God is nearer than our hands and feet—He is in our mouth 
and our heart: But the way to do what God requires must begin by having faith in him. Scripture says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will go up into heaven?’” That means to go up into heaven and bring Christ down. 
And do not say, ‘Who will go down into the grave?’ That means to bring Christ up from the dead. But what 
does it say? “The word is near you. It's in your mouth and in your heart.” That means the word we are preaching. 
You must put your faith in it. Say with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord.” Believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead. Then you will be saved. With your heart you believe and are made right with God. With your 
mouth you say that Jesus is Lord. And so you are saved.Rom.10:6-10 We are to make God’s Kingdom our 
priority and put His honour above our own comfort. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, 
God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human concerns will be met. Give 
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your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don't get worked up about what may or may not 
happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes.Matt.6:33-34 Our 
citizenship of heaven takes priority over our national citizenship and living by God’s values and 
principles is not just the right thing to do but it is also be the best thing to do as well! The 
Kingdom of God is the rule of Christ in people’s hearts—it is where people willingly submit to 
Jesus’ authority and confess Him as “Lord”. As God’s children, we want what God wants—and 
we want that to be done on here earth as it is being done in heaven. That’s why we should pray 
that Jesus’ rule and reign should come here on earth now and not just in the future. But prayer 
alone doesn’t bring in God’s Kingdom—we must tell others about it! This is the Great 
Commission—or the Go-mission!! Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”Matt.28:18-20 And so we must act on God’s will as 
well as ask for God’s will! And there are eternal consequences to our actions—we will all have 
to give an account for what we have done! So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home 
in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.2Cor.5:9-10 Then Jesus spoke to his 
disciples. He said: If anyone wants to follow me, he must say no to himself. He must pick up his cross and follow 
me. If he wants to save his life, he will lose it. But if he loses his life for me, he will find it. What good is it if 
someone gains the whole world but loses his soul? Or what can anyone trade for his soul? The Son of Man is 
going to come in his Father's glory. His angels will come with him. And he will reward everyone in keeping with 
what they have done.Matt.16:24-27 So it makes sense to seek God’s Kingdom first and follow God’s 
instructions! But theology and experience both affirm that we can’t do it by ourself—we need 
God’s help! Not even our best or hardest effort will be enough to save us—or to keep us saved! 
God knows this and has intervened on our behalf—and He continues to intervene. God who has 
saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and 
grace.2Tim.2:9 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also 
he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven.Heb.1:1-3 That is why we should ask God for help—help for support and for 
sustenance: Give us today our daily bread. To ask God for our daily food shows that we recognize 
our dependence on God for our whole life—even our breath: God who gives you the breath of life 
and controls your destiny!Dan.5:23 Enjoying life is a blessing from God: Then I realized that it is good and 
proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labour under the sun during the few 
days of life God has given him—for this is his lot. Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, 
and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work—this is a gift of God. He seldom 
reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart.Eccl.5:18-20 But this blessing 
will soon lose its impact if we hold a grudge against anyone. If we don’t forgive others, the 
peace that should prevail in our hearts will be disrupted! As holy people whom God has chosen and 
loved, be sympathetic, kind, humble, gentle, and patient. Put up with each other, and forgive each other if anyone 
has a complaint. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. Above all, be loving. This ties everything together perfectly. 
Also, let Christ's peace control you. God has called you into this peace by bringing you into one body. Be thankful. 
Let Christ's word with all its wisdom and richness live in you. Use psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to teach 
and instruct yourselves about God's kindness. Sing to God in your hearts. Everything you say or do should be 
done in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.Col.3:12-17 If we don’t forgive 
others, we will still carry the guilt of our own sins! 
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To end this Model Prayer, Jesus teaches us to ask God to keep us from temptation: Lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. Another Version puts it this way: Keep us from falling into sin 
when we are tempted. Save us from the evil one.NIrV We are all subject to temptation—even Jesus was 
tempted: As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He 
was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.Mk.1:10-12 But the devil will flee from us if we resist 
him by submitting to God: Submit yourselves, then, to God [give yourselves completely to God; place 
yourselves under God's authority]. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will 
come near to you.Jas.4:7-8 We can break the power of temptation by prayer: Pray that you will not fall 
into temptation.Lk.22:40 But we need to pray sensible prayers not silly prayers that God can’t answer 
or won’t answer. We need to pray sensible prayers that will honour God’s Name and declare 
our dependence on Him—and these will usually include the borrowed words of the Bible! If 
we wish to pray with confidence and gladness, then the words of Scripture will have to be the 
solid basis of our prayer. For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-
edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and 
desires.Heb.4:12 May the praise of God be in their mouths and a double-edged sword in their hands.Ps.149:6 Jesus 
resisted the devil’s temptation by using the Word of God: During that time the devil came and said 
to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread." But Jesus told him, "No! The 
Scriptures say, 'People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'” … 
Jesus answered him, “It is also written… Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship 
the Lord your God, and serve him only.'” Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.Matt.4:3-11 

And we can resist the devil’s temptation with the Word of God. In addition to all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests.Eph.6:16-18 Jesus was truly human and because He was tempted, He can help us 
when we are tempted: Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 
Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in our time of need.Heb.4:14-16 Since all of these sons and daughters have flesh and blood, Jesus took on flesh 
and blood to be like them. He did this so that by dying he would destroy the one who had power over death (that 
is, the devil). In this way he would free those who were slaves all their lives because they were afraid of dying. So 
Jesus helps Abraham's descendants rather than helping angels. Therefore, he had to become like his brothers and 
sisters so that he could be merciful. He became like them so that he could serve as a faithful chief priest in God's 
presence and make peace with God for their sins. Because Jesus experienced temptation when he suffered, he is 
able to help others when they are tempted. Brothers and sisters, you are holy partners in a heavenly calling. So 
look carefully at Jesus, the apostle and chief priest about whom we make our declaration of faith.Heb.2:14-3:1 
God will never tempt us to do wrong—it is either the devil or our own desires that leads us 
into temptation. Temptations are not sin unless we yield to them! And just like we can’t stop 
birds flying over our head, but we can stop them from nesting in our hair—so we can’t stop 
temptations from flying around in our mind, but we can stop those temptations from growing 
into sin. If we allow those thoughts to settle they will take root and will lead us into sin: When 
you are tempted, you shouldn't say, “God is tempting me.” God can't be tempted by evil. And he doesn't tempt 
anyone. But your own evil longings tempt you. They lead you on and drag you away. When they are allowed to 
grow, they give birth to sin. When sin has grown up, it gives birth to death. My dear brothers and sisters, don't 
let anyone fool you.Jas.1:13-16 But God’s grace teaches us to say “no” to temptation: For the grace of God 
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has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.Tit.2:11-14 And God 
gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."Jas.4:6 If we 
make the love of this world our priority, temptations will become too powerful! (The “world” 
is the temporal things, the now, the life that won’t stay with us into eternity. The world it isn’t 
necessarily wrong or evil but a distraction form our 1st love of God and His Kingdom, which 
should be our priority.) But faith—our confident trust in God—will keep us strong and deflect 
the devils arrows: But people who want to get rich keep falling into temptation. They are trapped by many 
stupid and harmful desires which drown them in destruction and ruin. Certainly, the love of money is the root of 
all kinds of evil. Some people who have set their hearts on getting rich have wandered away from the Christian 
faith and have caused themselves a lot of grief. But you, man of God, must avoid these things. Pursue what God 
approves of: a godly life, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Fight the good fight for the Christian faith.1Tim.6:9-

12 I sent Timothy to find out about your faith. I wanted to see whether the tempter had in some way tempted you, 
making our work meaningless.1Thess.3:5 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.Eph.6:16-17 We can replace our thoughts—including temptation and other strong 
desires—with God’s Word by pondering and musing on what God has said about us and about 
our situation. How can a young person keep his life pure? By living in keeping with your word. I trust in you 
with all my heart. Don't let me wander away from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart so that 
I won't sin against you. LORD, I give praise to you. Teach me your orders. With my lips I talk about all of 
the decisions you have made.Ps.119:9-12 We must make our lips do their duty by filling them with the 
Word of God. We must make them say what God says about our situation and not allow them 
to say anything to the contrary. And the Word of God will clean our minds: Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her  to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless.Eph.5:25-27 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also 
remain in you.Jn.15:3-4 I thank you for speaking straight from your heart; I learn the pattern of your righteous 
ways. I'm going to do what you tell me to do; don't ever walk off and leave me. How can a young person live a 
clean life? By carefully reading the map of your Word. I'm single-minded in pursuit of you; don't let me miss the 
road signs you've posted. I've banked your promises in the vault of my heart so I won't sin myself bankrupt. Be 
blessed, GOD; train me in your ways of wise living. I'll transfer to my lips all the counsel that comes from your 
mouth; I delight far more in what you tell me about living than in gathering a pile of riches. I ponder every morsel 
of wisdom from you, I attentively watch how you've done it. I relish everything you've told me of life, I won't forget 
a word of it.Ps.119:7-16 
The Model Prayer concludes with: For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
Although this last line may not have been in the original text (it is not in the earliest 
manuscripts), it is certainly in harmony with the rest of the prayer and the whole of New 
Covenant doctrine. God has the power to make all this happen and whatever He does will 
compliment His glory. Glory and power forever and ever belong to the one who loves us and has freed us from 
our sins by his blood and has made us a kingdom, priests for God his Father. Amen.Rev.1:5-6 All the angels stood 
around the throne with the leaders and the four living creatures. They bowed in front of the throne with their faces 
touching the ground, worshiped God, and said, “Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom, thanks, honour, power, and 
strength be to our God forever and ever! Amen!”Rev.7:11-12 Everything we desire and everything we do 
must be in harmony with the vision and values of God’s Kingdom and with His glory—and 
He has the power to make it happen. Amen! 
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Questions 
Why is it important to begin our prayers with reverencing God and His Name? 
Is temptation sin? 
Where does temptation come from? 
How can we resist temptation? 
Does God tempt us? 
How important is it to end our prayers by focusing on God’s power and glory? 
Puritan Prayer: Heavenly Father, my faith is in You, my expectation is from You, my love 
goes out toward You. I believe You, I accept Your Word, I acquiesce to Your will, I rely on 
Your promises and I trust Your providence. I bless You that the court of conscience proves 
me to be Yours. I do not need signs and wonders in order to trust You, for Your Word is sure 
truth. I have cast my anchor in the port of peace, knowing that my past, my present and my 
future are in Jesus’ nail-pierced hands. You are so good, so wise, so just and so holy, that no 
mistake is possible to You. You are the fountain and source of all law—and Your commands 
are mine to obey. I yield to Your sovereignty with all that I am and all that I have—do with me 
as You will. You have given me silence in my thoughts in place of murmurings and complaints. 
Keep my wishes from growing into willings, and my willings from becoming fault-finding with 
Your providences. Lord, have mercy on me! And if I sin and am rebellious, help me to repent—
then take away my mourning and give me music; take away my sackcloth and adorn me with 
beauty; take away my sighs and fill my mouth with songs. And when I am restored and rest in 
You, give me summer weather in my thoughts. 
 
Sunday 18th February Ps.48 Matt.3 
What do you base your faith on? This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah.Matt.3:3 
There is a movement among the Christian community called the “deconstruction movement” and, 
as its name suggests, it encourages the deconstruction of faith. Whilst it is good to re-evaluate 
our faith, we should ensure that we do this in the context of faith and not unbelief: Examine 
yourselves to see whether you are still in the Christian faith. Test yourselves! Don't you recognize that you are 
people in whom Jesus Christ lives? Could it be that you're failing the test? I hope that you will realize that we 
haven't failed the test. We pray to God that you won't do anything wrong.2Cor.13:5-7 The deconstruction 
movement encourages people to question the authority of God’s Word and then tries to free 
people from the restraints of God’s boundaries—which is exactly what the devil did in the 
Garden of Eden when he got Eve to doubt God’s Word and then offered her something that 
looked attractive (but turned out to be atrophic!): Did God really say? …When the woman saw that 
the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it.Gen.3:1-6 This movement is gaining momentum as it prioritises evangelical Christians 
(who become “exvangelicials”), causing many to lose their faith. But this is not new—Demas was 
a fellow worker with Paul and lost his way: Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send 
greetings.Col.4:4 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.Phile.24 Do your best to come 
to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.2Tim.4:10 
John warns about the dangers of loving the world (the sensual, the “now”) over the spiritual and 
the eternal: Don't love the world and what it offers. Those who love the world don't have the Father's love in 
them. Not everything that the world offers—physical gratification, greed, and extravagant lifestyles—comes from 
the Father. It comes from the world, and the world and its evil desires are passing away. But the person who does 
what God wants lives forever.1Jn.2:15-17 Ever since Adam and Eve yielded to that 1st temptation, 
mankind has opposed God and His Kingdom. The Bible puts it this way: There is no one righteous, 
not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have 
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together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one… and the way of peace they do not know. 
There is no fear of God before their eyes.Rom.3:10-18 However, God has always had a remnant of Believers: 
So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace.Rom.11:5 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for… All these people were still 
living by faith when they died… they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them… Women received back their dead, raised 
to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. Some 
faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in 
two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 
mistreated—the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes 
in the ground. These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. God 
had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him.Heb.11:1-12:3 Believers have always been a 
“remnant” (which means “residue” or “remainder”!)—but although we are a minority, we are “on 
the winning side”! Life is longer than our short time on earth and it is the Believers who are the 
real winners in life because there is more to life than just the physical. Watch out! Be on your guard 
against wanting to have more and more things. Life is not made up of how much a person has… There are more 
important things for the body than clothes.Lk.12:15-23 Our bodily life only continues until we take our last 
breath—but we are more than a mere body! We are made in God’s image and consist of spirit, 
soul and body. So God created mankind in his own image,in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them.Gen.1:27 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.1Thess.5:23 And our spirit 
and soul will last for eternity: He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
hearts of men;Eccl.3:11 This can either be good news or bad news—good news if we can enjoy life 
but bad news if life is intolerable. Last week this was reported the national press: “Former Dutch 
Prime Minister, Dries van Agt, has died by euthanasia, 'hand in hand' with his beloved wife Eugenie. They 
were both 93.” This couple couldn’t face life anymore! What if that frustration and pain not only 
continued after death but was 1000 times worse—and not just for a few years but for ever and 
ever? That would be really bad news indeed! But what if we could live for ever in indescribable 
joy? This is the Good News that Jesus came to bring us: After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven 
and prayed: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you… I am coming to you 
now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within 
them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I 
am of the world.Jn.17:1-14 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.1Pet.1:6-9 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his 
glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.Jude.24-25 That’s why the 
Gospel really is good news! But how can we be sure that our eternal life will be wonderful and 
not terrible? What do we base our belief on? And how credible is our hope? If we can’t answer 
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these questions satisfactorily, then we will live in despair, despondency, distress and dis-ease: If 
our hope in Christ is for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone else in the world.1Cor.15:19  
Although Christianity is about following Jesus Christ, our information about Jesus Christ is 
found in the Bible, the Holy Scriptures. And the Bible is a spiritual book that affects our spirit. 
This is how E.W.Kenyon summarises the spirituality of the Bible: God is Spirit and He reveals 
Himself to spirit and He can reveal Himself to our spirit through the Word. For instance, we hear someone read 
the Word of God. The thing that is read is weighed and measured by our intellect but in some way which is 
inexplicable to reason, it affects our spirit. It answers a need. Listening to the Word God changes our spirit. 
Most Churches’ Doctrinal Statement includes something on the Bible being our source of 
information about Jesus Christ. We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testaments excluding the 
Apocrypha), is the inspired Word of God, the infallible, all sufficient rule for faith and practice.(AoG 
Statement of Faith). We believe the Bible, as originally given, to be without error, the fully inspired and 
infallible Word of God and the supreme and final authority in all matters of faith and conduct. (ELIM 
Statement of Faith). When John the Baptist preached about the coming Messiah, he based his 
message on the Scriptures: A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.'Matt.3:3;Is.40:3 John was birthed in this tradition of using the Bible as a point of 
reference—John’s father Zechariah used Scripture to prophecy over him when he was a tiny 
baby: His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit. He prophesied, “Give praise to the Lord, the God 
of Israel! He has come and set his people free. He has acted with great power and has saved us. He did it for 
those who are from the family line of his servant David. Long ago holy prophets said he would do it. He has 
saved us from our enemies. We are rescued from all who hate us. He has been kind to our people. He has 
remembered his holy covenant. He made an oath to our father Abraham. He promised to save us from our 
enemies, so that we could serve him without fear. He wants us to be holy and godly as long as we live. You will 
go ahead of the Lord to prepare the way for him. You will tell his people how they can be saved. You will tell 
them that their sins can be forgiven. All of that will happen because our God is tender and caring. His kindness 
will bring the rising sun to us from heaven. It will shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
It will guide our feet on the path of peace.”Lk.2:67-79 Isaiah made it clear that if we don’t accept God’s 
revealed Word then we will have no hope at all! Follow what the LORD taught you and said to you 
through me. People who don't speak in keeping with those words won't have any hope in the morning. They will 
suffer and be hungry. They'll wander through the land. When they are very hungry, they will become angry. 
They'll look up toward heaven. They'll call down curses on their king and their God. Then they will look at the 
earth. They'll see nothing but suffering and darkness. They'll see terrible sadness. They'll be driven into total 
darkness.Is.8:20-22 The Scriptures reveal God’s plan of Salvation: From infancy you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.2Tim.3:15-17 God revealed Himself to, and through, a 
succession of people with various amounts of insight into His plan of salvation. For instance, 
Adam and Eve knew that Eve’s “Seed” (i.e. one of her descendants) would crush the “serpent’s 
head”: So the LORD God said to the serpent: “…I will put enmity between you and the woman and between 
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head and you shall bruise His heel.”Gen.3:15 Job knew about the 
final resurrection: know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And after my 
skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not 
another. How my heart yearns within me!Job.19:25-27 David knew about Jesus’ resurrection: But God raised 
[Jesus] from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold 
on him. David said about him: “ ‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not 
be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, because you will 
not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay. You have made known to me 



  

29 of 63 

the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.' “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the 
patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that 
God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to 
come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did 
his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.Acts.2:22-32 

Christianity is unique among all religions for many reasons, but the main reason is the 
resurrection of Jesus—Christianity stands or falls on the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God and son of Mary. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my 
gospel.2Tim.2:8 Alisa Childers writes: I’m more convinced than ever that Christianity is not based on a mystical 
revelation or self-inspired philosophy. It’s deeply rooted in history. In fact, it is the only religious system I can think 
of that depends on a historical event (the resurrection of Jesus) being real—not fake—news.Another Gospel It is Jesus’ 
resurrection that saves us (not baptism or following a creed): In it only a few people, eight in all, were 
saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from 
the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 
has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to 
him.1Pet.3:20-22 So we must believe in Jesus’ resurrection to be saved. If you declare with your mouth, 
“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with 
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 
As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.”Rom.10:9-13  
Perhaps the best-known Gospel verse is John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. And this begs the question: 
what does “believe” mean? Biblically, “faith” is “the power or skill to act in accordance with the nature of the 
kingdom of God”. It is a trust in what we have reason to believe is true. Understood in this way, we see that 
faith is built on reason and we should have good reasons for thinking that Christianity is true 
before we dedicate ourselves completely to it. There are 2 aspects to faith—"believing that” and 
“believing in”. Faith is believing that God exists: And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.Heb.11:6 

But even the demons believe in God— they tremble with fear!Jas.2:19 But saving faith is also 
believing in God and Jesus Christ: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.Acts.16:31-32 This is eternal 
life: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you sent.Jn.17:3 This faith is an active reliance on, 
or trust in, what you believe is true. Both believing that God exists and believing in God are 
necessary for genuine Christian faith. Faith is a response to evidence, not a rejoicing in the absence 
of evidence. And the Bible was written so that we could have a reliable, trustworthy record of the 
facts. Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.Jn.20:30-31 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled 
among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the 
word. With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to 
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you 
have been taught.Lk.1:1-4 
So, what do you base your faith on? Genuine Christian Faith is based on Jesus Christ who 
rose from the grave with an immortal body and we believe the Biblical record, not because we 
understand it all but because it is credible and we have learned to trust it. But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep… Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not 
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all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with 
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality… But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.1Cor.15:20-58 

Questions 
Why is there chaos and darkness in society? 
Is it realistic to be optimistic about the future? 
What do you base your hope on? 
How important is Jesus’ resurrection to the Christian faith? 
Explain what you understand by “faith”. 
Puritan Prayer: O Lord, whose power is infinite and wisdom infallible, order things that they 
may not hinder me, discourage me, or prove obstacles to the progress of Your cause. Stand 
between me and all strife so that no evil befalls me and no sin corrupts my gifts, zeal or 
attainments. May I follow duty and not any foolish device of my own. Permit me not to labour 
at work which You will not bless, so that I may serve You without disgrace or debt. Let me 
dwell in Your most secret place under Your shadow, where there is safe impenetrable protection 
from the arrow that flies by day, the pestilence that walks in darkness, the strife of tongues, the 
malice of ill-will, the hurt of unkind talk, the snares of company, the perils of youth, the 
temptations of middle life, the mournings of old age and the fear of death. I am entirely 
dependent upon You for support, counsel and consolation. Uphold me by Your Spirit, and may 
I not think it enough to be preserved from falling, but may I always go forward, always 
abounding in the work You give me to do. Strengthen me by Your Spirit in my inner self for 
every purpose of my Christian life. All my jewels I give to the shadow of the safety that is in 
You—my name anew in Christ, my body, my soul, my talents, my character, my success, my 
spouse, my children, my friends, my work, my present, my future and my end. Take them, they 
are Yours. And I am Yours—now and for ever. 
 
Sunday 25th February Ps.49 Matt.4 
Satan and Scripture.  
Knowing Scripture is not spirituality because even satan can quote Scripture! [satan] said to Jesus, 
“If you are the Son of God, jump! Scripture says, ‘He will put his angels in charge of you. They will carry you in 
their hands so that you never hit your foot against a rock.' ”Matt.4:6 But knowing the Scriptures is essential 
to living a successful and worthwhile life. My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in 
your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity.Prov.3:1-2 Without 
Scripture, we wouldn’t know for sure what is right and what is wrong. I would never have known 
that coveting is wrong if the law had not said, "You must not covet." …But still, the law itself is holy, and its 
commands are holy and right and good.Rom.7:7-12 Scripture is like a sharp sword and Jesus used Scripture 
to resist temptation.  For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged 
sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and 
desires.Heb.4:12 Jesus said to him, “Again, Scripture says, ‘Never tempt the Lord your God.'”Matt.4:7 Satan has 
blinded people so they can’t see God’s truth or His glory: Therefore, since through God's mercy we have 
this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, 
nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to 
everyone's conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God.2Cor.4:1-4 But spiritual blindness is removed when people turn to 
God: But their minds were made stubborn. To this very day, the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. 
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The veil has not been removed. Only faith in Christ can take it away. To this very day, when the Law of Moses 
is read, a veil covers the minds of those who hear it. But when anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
Now the Lord is the Holy Spirit. And where the Spirit of the Lord is, freedom is also there.2Cor.3:14-17 Because 
Scripture is the Word of God, the very words in the Bible are spiritual—but they don’t 
automatically produce faith: The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you 
are spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.Jn.6:63 That is why we encourage the 
learning and confession of Scripture—not as a technique to get what we want in life but as a 
means of building the truths of God’s Word into our life in dependence on the Holy Spirit. The 
Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. Yet 
there are some of you who do not believe.Jn.6:63 That is why we encourage the learning and confession 
of Scripture—not as a technique to get what we want in life but as a means of building the 
truths of God’s Word into our life in dependence on the Holy Spirit. 
So who is satan? Satan is a spiritual being (i.e. he doesn’t have a physical body) and because God 
has created everything (with the exception God Himself!), satan was created by God: In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.Jn.1:1-3 And 
because everything was good when God created it, satan must have been good when he was 
created: God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—
the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.Gen.1:31-2:1 But something 
happened that destroyed God’s perfect utopia because satan (who appeared as a snake) had 
become a deceiver and a liar when he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden: You belong 
to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies. Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? 
If I am telling the truth, why don't you believe me? Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason 
you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”Jn.8:44-47 And so, although satan used to be good (he is 
referred to as “Lucifer” or “Morning Star”), he is now bad and has been cast out of heaven: How 
you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who 
once laid low the nations!Is.14:12 The 72 returned with joy. They said, “Lord, even the demons obey us when we 
speak in your name.” Jesus replied, “I saw satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to 
walk all over snakes and scorpions. You will be able to destroy all the power of the enemy. Nothing will harm 
you. But do not be glad when the evil spirits obey you. Instead, be glad that your names are written in 
heaven.”Lk.10:17-20 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or satan, who leads 
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.Rev.12:9 In Job’s story, satan still 
had access to God: One day angels came to the LORD. Satan also came with them. The LORD said to 
Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered, “From traveling all around the earth. I've been going 
from one end of it to the other.”Job.1:6-7 Jesus defeated satan when He died on the cross at Jerusalem: 
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a 
cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.Phil.2:8-11 It was on the Cross that satan 
was disarmed and his work destroyed: When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having 
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.Col.2:13-

15 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 
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The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of God will continue 
to sin, because God's seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God.1Jn.3:7-

9 The story of Adonai-Bezek being defeated, captured, disarmed and eventually dying at 
Jerusalem is an Old Testament illustration of satan’s demise: When Judah attacked, the LORD gave 
the Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands, and they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. It was there 
that they found Adoni-Bezek and fought against him, putting to rout the Canaanites and Perizzites. Adoni-
Bezek fled, but they chased him and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and big toes.  
Then Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off have picked up scraps under my 
table. Now God has paid me back for what I did to them.” They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died 
there.Jdg.1:4-7  

After satan rebelled against God, he and his angels are described as being in darkness: And the 
angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in 
darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.Jude.6 But satan still masquerades as 
an angel of light when he tries to deceive people! And no wonder, even satan disguises himself as an 
angel of light. So it's not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants who have God's approval. 
In the end they will get what they deserve.2Cor.11:14-15 Deception only works when people don’t realise 
that they are being deceived! Although many people have been deceived by counterfeit £5 and 
£20 notes, a counterfeit £7 note would not deceive anyone because there is no real £7 note! I 
found this quote many years ago: “The devil sometimes floods your mind with truth in order to float one 
lie!” Religious deception and heresies usually have an element of truth in them but then they go 
off on a tangent into an extreme and unbalanced position that takes people’s attention from 
Jesus the Son of God and our Saviour. For instance, the idea of purgatory give people a false 
hope of another chance to get right with God after they have died and experienced the torment 
of hell; the office of a priest to mediate between people and God replaces Jesus as our only 
Priest and Mediator; special diets and rules to become more spiritual replaces faith as our only 
sacrament; the union of state and church allows unbelievers to influence the Church; the special 
knowledge (that usually has to be bought) that is required to be a “real” Christian replaces 
complete work of conversion; (the list is almost endless!). The devil knows Scripture better than 
most Christians (he has had 1000’s of years to learn them!) and he is very crafty in using them 
to deceive people! But even though satan is skilled at deception and can twist Scripture to mean 
anything but the truth, he never learns from his mistakes! Satan will ultimately fail at everything 
he does because God will fulfil His purposes for us: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve 
my life; you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes, with your right hand you save me. The LORD 
will fulfill [his purpose] for me; your love, O LORD, endures forever.Ps.138:7-8 God’s Kingdom will prevail: 
In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom. It will never be destroyed. And no other 
nation will ever take it over. It will crush all of those other kingdoms. It will bring them to an end. But it will 
last forever. That's what the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain means. Human hands didn't cut the rock 
out. It broke the statue to pieces. It smashed the iron, bronze, clay, silver and gold. “The great God has shown 
you what will take place in days to come. The dream is true. And you can trust the meaning I have given you 
for it.Dan.2:44-45 

The greatest act of defiance against God by the devil and the people who succumbed to his 
dominion was to kill His Son—but God turned Jesus’ death into satan’s defeat and our victory! 
The cross became the symbol of salvation instead of shame as it hosted God’s greatest act of 
love: Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. Love and faithfulness 
meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness 
looks down from heaven.Ps.85:9-11 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins.1Jn.4:10 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not 
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the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God's wisdom, a 
mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the rulers of this 
age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.1Cor.2:6-8 When we see what 
is happening in the world today, we need to remember that we contend with a vanquished foe, 
who with all his subtlety and strength has been overcome—and so, instead of living in gloom 
and despair, we can live in light and hope:  
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress… The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned… For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.Is.9:1-7 The 
Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness 
for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD's favour and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort 
all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks 
of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.Is.61:1-3 We have left satan’s domain 
of darkness and confusion and we now live in the light and order of God’s domain: For you were 
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in 
all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless 
deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.Eph.5:8-11 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony 
is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement 
is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God.2Cor.6:14-16 Although satan 
may appear clever and influential, he is still a thief, a murderer, a deceiver, and a fraudster—the 
only original thing satan has ever done is sin! Augustine described satan as “God’s monkey” 
because he tries to copy what God has already done—and then corrupts it, using people to do 
his work for him! The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 
spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been 
seared as with a hot iron. They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created 
is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of 
God and prayer.1Tim.4:1-5 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at 
Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds 
of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord?Acts.13:9-10  But I am afraid that 
just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and 
pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or 
if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you 
put up with it easily enough.2Cor.11:3-4 However, God turns bad things into good things! And we know 
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.Rom.8:28 But Joseph said to them, “Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don't 
be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.”Gen.50:19-21 
It is not how much we know about Scripture that matters but how much of the Scripture we 
understand and are putting into practice. Jesus replied, "But even more blessed are all who hear the word 
of God and put it into practice."Lk.11:28 Why do you call me Lord but don't do what I tell you? I will show you 
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what everyone who comes to me, hears what I say, and obeys it is like. He is like a person who dug down to 
bedrock to lay the foundation of his home. When a flood came, the floodwaters pushed against that house. But 
the house couldn't be washed away because it had a good foundation. The person who hears what I say but 
doesn't obey it is like someone who built a house on the ground without any foundation. The floodwaters pushed 
against it, and that house quickly collapsed and was destroyed.Lk.6:46-49  

Learning Scripture is an important part of living a holy and fulfilling life: Be strong and very 
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the 
left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 
successful.Josh.1:7-8 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. I seek 
you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I 
might not sin against you. Praise be to you, LORD; teach me your decrees.Ps.119:9-12 But because Scripture is 
a spiritual book, we need the Holy Spirit to impart its truth to us—those without the Holy Spirit 
can’t understand spiritual matters: Some people don't have the Holy Spirit. They don't accept the things 
that come from the Spirit of God. Things like that are foolish to them. They can't understand them. In fact, such 
things can't be understood without the Spirit's help.1Cor.2:14 But even with the Holy Spirit’s revelation, we 
need to use our minds to study the Scripture. Keep reminding God's people of these things. Warn them 
before God against quarrelling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles 
the word of truth. Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. 
Their teaching will spread like gangrene.2Tim.2:14-17 To be emancipated from satan and sin, we must not 
only know the truth but also hold to Jesus’ teaching. To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If 
you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.”Jn.8:31-32 In other words, to be really free and live in that freedom, we must actually do what 
Jesus teaches. This means we need to correctly understand the Bible. The Old Testament part 
of the Bible prepares the ground for the New Testament and illustrates New Covenant 
doctrines but if we take doctrine from the Old Testament, we will easily get side-tracked from 
the main purpose of the Bible—which is to explain God’s plan of salvation to mankind 
through Jesus Christ, His Son and our Saviour! 
So let’s continue to read, remember and put into practice God’s Word. God is good, His Word 
is true and it works in my life: And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of 
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, 
which is indeed at work in you who believe.1Thess.2:13 
Questions 
Where does evil come from? 
How dangerous is the devil to Christians? 
Can a Christian live a holy life? 
Why is it important to know the Bible? 
Are there any absolutely essential doctrines of Christianity? 
Can we disagree with a Church’s teaching and continue in fellowship? 
Puritan Prayer: O Lord, I bless You that the issue of the battle between Yourself and satan has 
never been uncertain, and will end in victory. Calvary broke the dragon’s head, and I contend with 
a vanquished foe, who with all his subtlety and strength has already been overcome. When I feel 
the serpent at my heel, may I remember Him whose heel was bruised, but who, when bruised, 
broke the devil’s head. 
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March 2024 
In God we trust: The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. Those who know 
Your name trust in You, for You, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek You.Ps.9:9-10 
Thought for the Month:  
Truth and godliness belong together. Truth is a living thing—when it grips our minds, it changes 
our lives. If we claim to know the truth, then the Bible would require us to prove our claim by the 
evidence of a way of life matching the truth. Alec Motyer. 
 
Sunday 3rd March Ps.50 Matt.5  
Today, as we present our Annual Report and Accounts (available on our Church Website), we 
give thanks to God for the past year and ask His guidance, support and blessing on the coming 
year. We continue to support 3 children at the Fervent Academy in Cebu Philippines and the 
Orphanages in Ukraine through Smethurst Ministries. Since the war started just over 2 years 
ago, we have prayed each week for the situation there and also prayed by name for those we 
know who are involved there. We are determined that these prayers do not become a useless 
ritual but are an effective routine where we constantly ask our Heavenly Father to intervene. 
We are grateful to have been able to have been able to give practical support to the earthquake 
victims in Turkey (through Kody and Amy Friesen) and also to those affected by fire in the 
Philippines—just a mile away from the Church and school we support in Mandaue City, Cebu. 
As we look forward to the coming year, let’s remember our Church’s Vision, which is to proclaim 
Jesus, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.Col.1:28 
It has been said that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting a different result. Our Commission from our Lord and Master is to keep preaching 
the Gospel—but we are not insane to expect different results this year than last year because 
the Gospel is Simple, Settled, Spiritual and Supernatural! When Peter had toiled all night without 
any results, he thought it wasn’t worth his while to keep fishing—until Jesus told him to! Master, 
we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.Lk.5:5-6 However, 
we can be inventive in the way we proclaim Jesus and so we encourage you to ask God for new 
ways to fulfill the Great Commission. 
The beautiful attitudes of God’s Kingdom Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.Matt.5:3 

To be blessed is to possess God’s favour—to have God smile on us and receive His grace and 
peace: The LORD spoke to Moses. He said: Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘Here is how I want you to bless the 
people of Israel. Say to them, “May the LORD bless you and take good care of you. May the LORD smile on 
you and be gracious to you. May the LORD look on you with favour and give you his peace.” In that way they 
will put the blessing of my name on the people of Israel. And I will bless them.Nu.6:22-27 Smiling is a sign of 
happiness and contentment and a smile is always reciprocal—when someone smiles at you in a 
loving way, it is almost impossible to not smile back and feel happy! But when God smiles on 
us, we are blessed—which is far more than just being happy! Being happy comes from 
favourable external circumstances, whereas being blessed comes from favourable internal 
circumstances—we have we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.Rom.5:1 Jesus is our Lord and His Kingdom is now within in us—that makes us truly blessed! 
Christ is in us, the hope of glory.Col.1:27 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation 
of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us 
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in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 
riches of God's grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the 
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the 
times reach their fulfilment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.Eph.1:3-10 God’s 
blessings include being holy and blameless in His sight. We are holy in God’s sight because we 
have been re-made in God’s image and He had given us a new spirit—a holy spirit. So now 
God is joined to us and we are joined to Him: But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him 
in spirit.1Cor.6:17 You are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you… But if Christ is in 
you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.Rom.8:9-11 We were born-again of the 
incorruptible seed of the Word of God.1Pet.1:23 And although may not always look holy or even 
feel holy, God is still with us because we are joined to Him! But God has given us a conscience 
and we need to know how put our heart at rest when we feel guilty We clean our conscience by 
talking with Jesus and make our confession to Him: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be 
without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
be a liar and his word is not in us. My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.1Jn.1:7-2:2  

God is bigger than our sins and no matter how guilty we feel, we should trust Him to do what 
He said He would do—which is to cleanse us from all unrighteousness! This is how we know that 
we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: If our hearts condemn us, we know that 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.1Jn.3:19-20 God knows our weaknesses and there 
is no point trying to hide from Him. Adam and Eve tried to hide from God but He found them 
and told them about a Saviour who would destroy that liar and accuser called satan (who had 
appeared as a snake). So the LORD God said to the snake, “Because you have done this, You are cursed 
more than all the wild or domestic animals. You will crawl on your belly. You will be the lowest of animals as 
long as you live. I will make you and the woman hostile toward each other. I will make your descendants and 
her descendant hostile toward each other. He will crush your head, and you will bruise his heel.”Gen.3:14-15 Now 
that Jesus has disarmed satan and destroyed his work, we don’t have to live under the guilt of 
sin. Isaiah prophesied about this time—about our time: “Come now, let us reason together,” says the 
LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they 
shall be like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land;Is.1:18-19 This is the 
blessing of God’s Kingdom.  
But there is more to God’s Kingdom than just theology—the academic facts. God’s Kingdom 
is a spiritual Kingdom—it is the domain or reign of Jesus in our hearts, and so attitude is 
everything! That’s why the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount are sometimes called “the 
beautiful attitudes”! 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. When Jesus said “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit”, He did not mean “blessed are the poor-spirited” or the “mean spirited”. God’s 
blessings make us rich not poor! He will make you rich in every way.2Cor.9:11 The blessing of the LORD 
brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it.Prov.10:22 No! Being poor in spirit does not mean having a 
spirit of poverty! Those who are mean-spirited or stingy we will become poor (actually, they 
already are poor!). One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 
A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.Prov.11:24-25 Remember this: Whoever 
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sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should 
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work.2Cor.9:6-8 No! God’s Kingdom is about abundance—spiritual 
abundance, an abundance of grace and peace: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.2Pet.1:2 How precious is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge 
in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of 
delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.Ps.36:7-9 His divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.2Pet.1:3-4 For the 
kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.Rom.14:17 
So what does “poor in spirit” mean? The “poor in spirit” are those who are humble in spirit, those 
who know that they have nothing good of themselves and must rely on God alone! 
Before salvation we had no inherent or intrinsic goodness: As it is written: “There is no one righteous, 
not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have 
together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”Rom.3:10-12 This doesn’t mean there 
are no nice people—there are lots of lovely people who spend their lives being good to others. 
No! What this means is that there is not one single person who is right with God by nature—
no-one who is good enough to enter God’s holy presence. But at conversion we were given a 
new spirit—just like Ezekiel prophesied: I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in 
them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Then they will follow my decrees 
and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God.Ezek.11:19-20 I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And 
I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.Ezek.36:26-27 We are 
given Jesus’ righteousness: What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.Phil.3:8-9 God made him who had 
no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.2Cor.5:21 But after salvation, 
we still need to rely on God for our rightness and our holiness. We shouldn't put the Lord to the 
test as some of them did. They were killed by snakes. Don't complain as some of them did. The angel of death 
destroyed them. These things happened to make them an example for others. These things were written down as 
a warning for us who are living in the closing days of history. So, people who think they are standing firmly 
should be careful that they don't fall.1Cor.10:9-12 That is why we should pray to God for our daily bread 
and ask Him to keep us from sinning when we are tempted. But the main difference between 
pre and post salvation is that we now belong to God and He is with us all the time. God has said, 
“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not 
be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?”Heb.13:5-6 However, we must never become complacent. 
Jesus had harsh words to say to the church in Laodicea. It seems that even they knew the 
Scriptures, they didn’t understand them. They belonged to God and He still loved them but 
they had become arrogant and proud. They thought they were blessed and prosperous but Jesus 
said they were wretched and poor! These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the 
ruler of God's creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 
other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, 
‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, 
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poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white 
clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Those 
whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. To the one 
who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my 
Father on his throne. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.Rev.3:14-22 

God’s Word is alive and works in our life but we have to do more than just learn Scripture and 
recite it by rote—we must hear God’s Word and then put it into practice. When we open the 
door of our heart to Him, Jesus comes and fellowships with us. Anyone who loves me will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.Jn.14:23 Christianity 
is not just a ticket to heaven but an ongoing relationship with God that never ends. So, let’s 
keep a “poor in spirit” attitude of dependency on God whilst maintaining a spirit of generosity as 
we give cheerfully and willingly, first of all to God and then to one another. Then, as we stay 
dependent on God, we will enjoy God’s Kingdom—which is righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit! 
Questions 
What does “blessed” mean? 
What does “poor in spirit” mean? 
How is God’s spiritual Kingdom different from the natural kingdoms of this world? 
Give some examples where God’s Kingdom is different from this world’s kingdoms 
Can we be theologically right but spiritually wrong? 
What can we do to keep our heart in tune (in unison) with God’s heart? 
Puritan Prayer: O God most high and most glorious, the thought of Your infinite serenity 
cheers me—for when I am toiling and moiling, troubled and distressed, You are for ever at 
perfect peace. Your designs cause You no fear or care of unfulfillment—they stand fast as the 
eternal hills. Your power knows no bounds and Your goodness no stint. You bring order out 
of confusion and my defeats are Your victories: The Lord God Omnipotent reigns! I come to 
You as a sinner with cares and sorrows, to leave every concern entirely to You, with every sin 
calling for Christ's precious blood. Revive deep spirituality in my heart and let me live near to 
the great Shepherd, hear His voice, know its tones and follow its calls. Keep me from deception 
by causing me to abide in the truth and keep me from harm by helping me to walk in the power 
of the Spirit. Give me an intenser faith in the eternal verities and burn into me by experience, 
the things I know. Let me never be ashamed of the truth of the gospel, that I may bear its 
reproach, vindicate it, see Jesus as its essence and know in it the power of the Spirit. Lord, help 
me, for I am often lukewarm and chilled; unbelief will mar my confidence and sin will make me 
forget You—let the weeds that grow in my soul be cut at their roots. Grant me to know that I 
truly live, only when I live to You—and that all else is trifling. Gracious God, it is Your presence 
alone that can make me holy, devout, strong and happy. 
 
Sunday 10th March Ps.51 Matt.5 
Mothering Sunday  
Adam was a handsome man, God made him from dust, 
He placed him in a garden fair, away from sin and lust. 
Adam was a perfect man but one thing makes me glum, 
Although he lived in paradise, he never had a Mum! 
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Adam was a special man, he had a job to do, 
He named the birds, he named the beasts as God had told him to, 
He also gave the fruit its name, like apple, pear and plum, 
And although he lived in paradise, he never had a Mum! 
 
Eve was made from Adam's rib, a woman fair was she, 
Her hair was long, her teeth were white, a perfect sight to see; 
Adam fell in love with her, he said “I'm glad you've come 
For though I live in paradise, I've never had a Mum!” 
 
Eve & Adam lost their home in that sweet garden fair, 
Sin had crept into their lives to drive them to despair; 
They had to work and toil all day, from dawn to setting sun. 
Who could they tell their troubles to? They never had a Mum! 
 
People here on earth today, remember that first pair 
Who never grew up in a home with other kids to share; 
They may have had a paradise but when all's said and done, 
You nearly have had everything, when you have had a Mum! (Bill West) 
 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.Matt.5:4 
Last week we looked at the 1st of the beautiful attitudes in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount—a “poor 
in spirit” attitude. This does not mean a “spirit of poverty” because Christians should never be 
mean-spirited or stingy. We are created and re-created in God’s image, who gives to us 
graciously and freely: He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things?Rom.8:32 To be “poor in spirit” means to be humble in spirit, 
recognising that we have nothing good of ourself and so we rely on God for life and godliness, 
which He has already given to us by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us: His divine power has 
given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory 
and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.2Pet.1:3-4 No wonder 
Jesus said: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.Matt.5:3  
Although the basic premise of Christianity is trusting God for everything, life is never “plain 
sailing” and we all experience ups and downs, glad times and sad times, happy times and hurting 
times, satisfying times and disappointing times. But Jesus taught that in our mourning, we can 
be blessed! And the blessing is not in the sadness we experience but in the comfort we receive 
from God. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. When hardships come, we begin to 
see the difference between theory and theology, fantasy and faith, superstition and spirituality. 
True faith grows and matures under pressure. When we have to rely on God to support us, it 
makes it easy for our faith to becomes real and dominate our whole life, including the way we 
view our situation. My brothers and sisters, you will face all kinds of trouble. When you do, think of it as 
pure joy. Your faith will be put to the test. You know that when that happens it will produce in you the strength 
to continue. The strength to keep going must be allowed to finish its work. Then you will be all you should be. 
You will have everything you need.Jas.1:2-4 When we can’t help ourselves, we have to rely on God—and 
faith will prompt us to declare what God has declared: Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered;Ps.68:1 
This is a good prayer to prayer to pray daily: Rise up within me O Christ of God and cause me to 
triumph and walk in victory every moment of this day! Of course, we can decide to let our circumstances 
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overwhelm us instead of trusting God, but that that is not living in victory as an overcomer! 
God has promised great rewards for those who overcome: To him who overcomes, I will give the right 
to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.Rev.2:7 Believers should be overcomers: This is 
love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes 
the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? 
Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.1Jn.5:3-5 To be an overcomer, we must be able to handle 
the small difficulties if we are going to cope with the larger difficulties! David fought the lion 
and bear before he fought Goliath: The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear 
will rescue me from this Philistine!1Sam.17:37 The Israelites crossed the Red Sea without getting their 
feet: Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the people to get moving! Pick up 
your staff and raise your hand over the sea. Divide the water so the Israelites can walk through the middle of the 
sea on dry ground.Ex.14:15-16 But after 40 years of seeing God provide for them, they had enough 
faith to walk into the water when they crossed the river Jordan: Look, the Ark of the Covenant, 
which belongs to the Lord of the whole earth, will lead you across the Jordan River! Now choose twelve men from 
the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. The priests will carry the Ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth. 
As soon as their feet touch the water, the flow of water will be cut off upstream, and the river will stand up like 
a wall."Josh.3:11-13  
Believers are just that—people who believe! Runners, run; walkers, walk; Believers, believe—
they have faith! But not everyone has faith—some follow their own natural instincts instead of 
trusting God. But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They said to 
you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” These are the men who 
divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, build yourselves 
up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit [Let the Holy Spirit guide and help you when you pray]. 
Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.Jude.17-

21 But even though we are Believers, we still need to build ourselves up in our faith. If we are 
going to be spiritually healthy we must have a balanced spiritual diet and be spiritually fit! Faith 
is a living thing and Jesus said that even the smallest amount of living faith can move mountains. 
Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.Matt.17:20 Notice that Jesus didn’t say “grain of 
sand” (which is inanimate and lifeless) but “mustard seed” (which is living and has the potential 
to grow). Faith is a confident trust in God, and He expects our faith to grow—like the Israelites’ 
and David’s faith. But unless we use our faith, our information about God will stay head 
knowledge instead being heart knowledge. James said that we should look on problems as 
opportunities for growing our faith! Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance 
to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing 
nothing.Jas.1:2-4 The German theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer was imprisoned by the Nazis during 
WW2 and he wrote this from his prison cell: 

I’m still discovering right up to this moment, that it is only by living completely in this 
world that we learn to have faith… By this-worldliness I mean living unreservedly in life’s 
duties, problems, successes and failures, experiences and perplexities. In so doing we 
throw ourselves completely into the arms of God, taking seriously, not our own sufferings, 
but those of God in the world—watching with Christ in Gethsemane. That, I think, is 
faith; that is metanoia (lit. “change of mind”, i.e. “repentance”); and that is how one becomes a 
man and a Christian (cf. Jer.45!). How can success make us arrogant, or failure lead us 
astray, when we share in God’s sufferings through a life of this kind? I think you see what 
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I mean, even though I put it so briefly. I am glad to have been able to learn this, and I 
know I’ve been able to do so only along the road that I’ve travelled. 

[‘This is what the LORD says: I will overthrow what I have built and uproot what I have planted, throughout 
the land. Should you then seek great things for yourself? Seek them not. For I will bring disaster on all people, 
declares the LORD, but wherever you go I will let you escape with your life.'] Jer.4-5 
When Jesus said Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted, He meant much more than 
“it’ll work out all right in the end!” Jesus was explaining that our comfort comes directly from God. 
Paul made this profound statement that I always use in funeral services: Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 
For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.2Cor.1:3-5 

God comforts us, not just to make us feel comfortable (which of course we do) but so that we 
can comfort others. There is a Kingdom principal of sowing and reaping and we should sow 
generously so that we reap abundantly: Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let your hands not 
be idle, for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well.Eccl.11:6 
We sow to God in response to the grain and new wine that God has given to us. “In that day I will 
respond,” declares the LORD—“I will respond to the skies, and they will respond to the earth; and the earth 
will respond to the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, and they will respond to Jezreel. I will sow her for myself 
in the land; I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.' I will say to those called ‘Not my people,' 
‘You are my people'; and they will say, ‘You are my God.' ”Hos.2:21-23 The grain represents the Word of 
God and the new wine represents the Holy Spirit. We respond to God’s gracious gifts by sowing 
to the heavens (that is, giving praise and thanksgiving to God); and in return God responds to 
the earth by showing us more of His love! Sowing and reaping is often used in reference to 
money: Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.2Cor.9:6-8 But money is 
secondary to giving ourselves to God and to others: And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to 
know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of 
sharing in this service to the Lord's people. And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all 
to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.2Cor.8:1-5  And in God’s Kingdom, money is the least 
important ingredient. In fact, what God offers us cannot be bought with money! Come, all you 
who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and mil 
without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labour on what does not 
satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come 
to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to 
David.Is.55:1-3 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them 
money and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit.” Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God 
with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of 
this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 
For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”Acts.8:18-23 Our English currency is Pounds 
Sterling but the currency of God’s Kingdom is Faith—that confident, certain trust in God, 
based on His Character and His Word (who God is and what God has said). That is why it is 
imperative that we become sincere and serious students of God’s Word. If we are to become 
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mature Christians, we must know what God has told us. Understanding what God has said has 
nothing to do with intellect or academic ability but everything to do with spiritual life—which 
is why we need the Holy Spirit and also a new holy spirit: The words we speak to those who have grown 
in the faith are wise. Our words are different from the words of the wise people or rulers of this world. People like 
that aren't going anywhere. No, we speak about God's secret wisdom. His wisdom has been hidden. But before 
time began, God planned that his wisdom would bring us heavenly glory. None of the rulers of this world 
understood God's wisdom. If they had, they would not have nailed the Lord of glory to the cross. It is written, 
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has known what God has prepared for those who love him.” But 
God has shown it to us through his Spirit. The Spirit understands all things. He understands even the deep 
things of God. Who can know the thoughts of another person? Only a person's own spirit can know them. In 
the same way, only the Spirit of God knows God's thoughts. We have not received the spirit of the world. We 
have received the Spirit who is from God. The Spirit helps us understand what God has freely given us. That is 
what we speak about. We don't use words taught to us by people. We use words taught to us by the Holy Spirit. 
We use the words of the Spirit to teach the truths of the Spirit. Some people don't have the Holy Spirit. They 
don't accept the things that come from the Spirit of God. Things like that are foolish to them. They can't 
understand them. In fact, such things can't be understood without the Spirit's help.1Cor.2:6-14 Academics can 
befuddle us with their rhetoric but when God speaks, He gives revelation—it is a “light bulb 
moment”. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us 
the light of the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the face of Christ.2Cor.4:6 And revelation comes from 
meditation: Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.2Tim.2:7  

Let’s continue to ponder on what God has said, especially about being blessed when we 
mourn—remembering that the blessing of mourning is in the comfort that God gives us. The 
Psalmist found great comfort from God’s Word (especially God’s promises). Remember your word 
to your servant, for you have given me hope. My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise preserves my life. 
The arrogant mock me unmercifully, but I do not turn from your law. I remember, LORD, your ancient laws, 
and I find comfort in them.Ps.119:49-52 I can see now, GOD, that your decisions are right; your testing has taught 
me what's true and right. Oh, love me—and right now!—hold me tight! just the way you promised. Now comfort 
me so I can live, really live; your instructions are my delight.Ps.119:75-77 When David wrote this, only part 
of the Old Testament was written but we have the completed Scriptures to ponder over! So 
let’s encourage one another with God’s living Word because it really does work in a Believer’s 
life: And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who 
believe.1Thess.2:13  
Questions 
Is it unspiritual to be sad? 
How does God comfort us?   
Is God’s comfort automatic or do we have to do anything to receive it? 
How can we understand the Bible better? 
Will we always have a good harvest when we sow generously? 
What is your favourite Scripture?  
Puritan Prayers: Eternal Father, it is amazing love, that You have sent Your Son to suffer in 
my stead; that You have given Your Spirit to teach, comfort, guide; that You have allowed the 
ministry of angels to wall me round. Permit Your unseen servants to be ever active on my behalf 
and to rejoice when grace expands in me. Suffer them never to rest until my conflict is over and 
I stand victorious on salvation's shore. Grant that my proneness to evil, my deadness to good 
and my resistance to Your Spirit's motions, may never provoke You to abandon me. May my 
heart awake Your pity, not Your wrath—and if the enemy gets an advantage through my 
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corruption, let it be seen that heaven is mightier than hell and that those who are for me are 
greater than those against me. Arise to my help in the richness of Covenant blessings—keep 
me feeding in the pastures of Your strengthening Word and searching Scripture to find You 
there. If my waywardness is visited with a scourge—enable me to receive correction meekly, to 
bless the reproving hand, to discern the motive of rebuke, to respond promptly and do the first 
work. Let all Your fatherly dealings with me, make me a partaker of Your holiness. Grant that 
in every fall, I may sink lower on my knees, and that when I rise, it may be to loftier heights of 
devotion. May every cross be sanctified, every loss be gain, every denial a spiritual advantage, 
every dark day a light of the Holy Spirit and every night of trial, a song. 
 
Sunday 17th March Ps.54 Matt.5 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.Matt.5:5 
The values of the God’s Kingdom are very different from the values of this world’s kingdoms. 
In the world you usually need to promote yourself aggressively to be successful—but the 
Kingdom of God is different. Jesus introduced a spiritual dimension that goes against all the 
social and political norms because God takes the foolish things to confound the wise: Few of you 
were wise in the world's eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. Instead, God chose things the world 
considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to 
shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used 
them to bring to nothing what the world considers important. As a result, no one can ever boast in the presence 
of God.1Cor.1:26-29 When Jesus’ disciples vied for prominence, He explained the difference between 
this world’s values and His Kingdom’s values: They also started to argue. They disagreed about which 
of them was thought to be the most important person. Jesus said to them, “The kings of the nations hold power 
over their people. And those who order them around call themselves Protectors [“Benefactors” or “Friends of the 
people”]. But you must not be like that. Instead, the most important among you should be like the youngest. The 
one who rules should be like the one who serves. Who is more important? Is it the one at the table, or the one 
who serves? Isn't it the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.Lk.22:24-27 This wasn’t 
the first time Jesus’ disciples argued over who they thought was the most important: An argument 
started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little 
child and had him stand beside him. Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you 
all who is the greatest.”Lk.9:46-48 In both cases, Jesus explained that the Kingdom of God is different 
from the kingdoms of this world—and if we want to be commended by God then we must be 
like God. Jesus came to show us what God was really like: The person who has seen me has seen the 
Father. So how can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me? What I'm telling you doesn't come from me. The Father, who lives in me, does what he wants. Believe 
me when I say that I am in the Father and that the Father is in me. Otherwise, believe me because of the things 
I do.Jn.14:6-11 Jesus was meek—and even when he was on the cross, He stayed humble, leaving an 
example for us to follow: Christ suffered for you. He is your example, and you must follow in his steps. He 
never sinned, nor ever deceived anyone. He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he 
suffered. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly.1Pet.2:21-25 Jesus told His followers 
that they should learn from Him—in other words, to be the same as Him: Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.Matt.11:28-30 Yes, we should have the same attitude and Jesus: You must have the same attitude that 
Christ Jesus had.Phil.2:5 
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This world often sees meekness as weakness but God sees meekness as strength. God is 
compassionate and gracious. The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love… as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;Ps.103:8-

13 The prophesies about the Messiah foretold that He too would be compassionate and gracious: 
See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.Matt.21:1-6 Here is 
my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will 
proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised 
reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has brought justice through to victory. 
In his name the nations will put their hope.Matt.12:15-21 So in God’s evaluation, meekness is not weakness 
but strength! Before Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, he lived as an Egyptian prince for 
40 years, having been trained in all the political, social and military skills that was expected of 
his status, then he was a nomadic shepherd living in the desert for another 40 years. And even 
though he was described as a very meek person, he certainly was not weak. (Now Moses was a 
very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.) …The LORD said, “Listen to my 
words: “When there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, reveal myself to them in visions, I speak to them in 
dreams. But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him I speak face to face, 
clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD.Nu.12:3-8 It was his meekness and humility that 
gave Moses his special intimate relationship with God—and if we are going to have that special 
intimate relationship with God, we too need to be meek, gentle and humble. In Charles 
Dickens’ novel David Copperfield, Uriah Heep pretended to be very ’umble, but he was full of 
pride and malevolence—and ended up in prison for bank fraud. And even when he appeared a 
repentant model prisoner, he remained full of malice. Humility is state of our heart—that is, 
our real personality—and although we were given a new heart at conversion, we still need to 
develop our character. Maturity is the development of our personality or character, and as 
Believers, we must develop our personality so that we become more like Jesus Christ. Mature 
Christians are friends of God and live by His values, not the world’s values: Don't you realize that 
friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, 
you make yourself an enemy of God. Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is 
passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should be faithful to him. And he gives grace generously. As 
the Scriptures say, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." So humble yourselves before God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close to God, and God will come close to you.Jas.4:4-8 
When Jesus taught the values of God’s Kingdom, they were not something that He suddenly 
thought up but they had already been revealed in the Old Testament Scripture. However, before 
Jesus came, religion (including the true religion that God revealed and required), majored on 
the legal aspect of the Law. But when Jesus came, He introduced the New Covenant, which is 
about wanting to obey God. First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you 
did not desire, nor were you pleased with them” (although the law required them to be made). Then he said, 
“Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. And by that will, we 
have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.Heb.10:8-10 “Come now, let us 
reason together,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the 
land;Is.1:18-19 God is Omnipresent (present everywhere) and Omniscient (knowing everything) and 
so we can never actually hide from Him—God not only sees us but sees our motives too! Hagar 
gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen 
the One who sees me.”Gen.16:13 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, 
I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written 
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in your book before one of them came to be. How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum 
of them! … Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any 
offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.Ps.139:14-24 And because God sees us and knows us 
intimately, He sees through every hypocrisy: Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, 
not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything 
is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.Matt.5:17-20 

Jesus introduced the New Covenant because the Old Covenant did not work: The days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It 
will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. This is 
the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in 
their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they 
teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” By calling this 
covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear.Heb.8:8-

13 And so the Old Covenant has been replaced with the New Covenant and it will never be 
reinstated. Sadly, there are some people—even some Christians—who still expect a physical 
temple with priests to offer worship to God under the Old Covenant! This undermines 
everything that Jesus has done and is doing. The Old Covenant was a temporary institution 
until the New Covenant came. Now, under the New Covenant, the Old Covenant promises 
have been expanded, not abolished. The promise under the Old Covenant was that the meek 
would inherit the land: But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy peace and prosperity.Ps.37:11 But Jesus 
said: Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.Matt.5:5  
The New Covenant is better and more blessed than the Old Covenant because instead of 
keeping the Law to the letter, we follow the spirit of the Law! You have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' But I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment… Again, you have heard that it was 
said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.' But I tell 
you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King… You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth 
for tooth.' But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the 
other cheek also… You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.' But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.Matt.5:21-45 And 
unlike Judaism and other religions, Christianity gives us a clean conscience because our sins are 
removed rather covered over—and we have peace with God: This is an illustration for the present 
time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 
They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until 
the time of the new order… How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the 
living God!Heb.9:9-14 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience.1Tim.3:9 
But God’s promises are only ours in Christ. For no matter how many promises God has made, they are 
“Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.2Cor.1:20 That means, 
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until someone becomes a Believer in Jesus Christ, God’s promises don’t belong to them. For 
instance, Believers have peace from God, but unbelievers have no spiritual rest. I have seen their 
ways, but I will heal them; I will guide them and restore comfort to Israel's mourners, creating praise on their 
lips. Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says the LORD. “And I will heal them.” But the wicked are like 
the tossing sea, which cannot rest, whose waves cast up mire and mud. “There is no peace,” says my God, “for 
the wicked.”Is.57:18-21 Although God promised peace to those far and near, peace only comes 
through knowing God AND Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge 
of God and of Jesus our Lord.2Pet.1:2 And so, whatever promises God has given in the Scriptures, their 
true meaning and ultimate fulfilment is only found in Christ with the New Covenant. This 
especially applies to the Old Testament worship: Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat 
or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow 
of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.Col.2:15-17 
God’s Kingdom is a spiritual kingdom and so has a different set of principles from the 
kingdoms of this world. In God’s Kingdom, no one is excluded because natural abilities or 
position of health, wealth or education. It is our spiritual condition that counts: But you are not 
controlled by your sinful nature [flesh]. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in 
you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) 
And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because 
you have been made right with God. The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just 
as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within 
you.Rom.8:9-11 In many ways, we are no different from others in the way we live—and yet in another 
way we are very different. By confessing Jesus Christ as Lord, we are out of step with this 
world’s agenda and in step with the mandate of Christ, whose concern was to see God’s 
rulership and grace established in the world. No! Being meek is not weakness but a blessing 
because it opens the whole earth to us—and heaven too! Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth.Matt.5:5 

Questions 
How is God’s Kingdom different from the kingdoms of this world? 
What does it mean to be meek? 
How is Christianity different from other religions (including Judaism)? 
Are the promises of the Old Testament still relevant in the New Covenant? 
What are the blessings of God’s Kingdom? 
How can we qualify for the blessings of God’s Kingdom? 
Puritan Prayer. Heavenly Father, teach me to see that Your Spirit and Your power are mine 
by resting on Christ's death alone—and that if Christ has pacified You and satisfied divine 
justice, then He can also deliver me from my sins. I am justified by Christ and I do not live in 
self-confidence in my own strength, but I am enabled to obey You by the Spirit of life whom 
You have given me. That Spirit of life within, answers to the law without—and if I don’t sin, I 
should thank You for it, but if I do sin, I should come to You for forgiveness. When I see how 
sin strikes at You, it makes me mourn and when I see that it was sin that caused Christ's death, 
it makes me mourn. You have taught me that faith is receiving Your kindness; that faith is 
resting on Christ; that faith is clinging to Christ, as a branch to the tree, and seeking life and 
vigour from Him. Reconciliation with You proves that my faith has truly apprehended Christ—
and the evidence of my reconciliation is sanctification. I thank You for showing me the vast 
difference between knowing things by reason, and knowing them by the spirit of faith. By 
reason, I see a thing is so; but by faith, I know it is so. When I saw You by reason I was not 
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amazed, but when I saw You as You are in Your Son, I was overwhelmed to behold You. I 
bless You that I am Yours in my Saviour, Jesus. 
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April 2024 
In God we trust: But I trust in Your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in Your salvation. I will sing the 
LORD's praise, for He has been good to me.Ps.13:5-6 
Thought for the Month: Christianity is not based on a mystical revelation or self-inspired 
philosophy but it is deeply rooted in history. In fact, it is the only religious system I can think of 
that depends on a historical event (the resurrection of Jesus) being real—not fake—news. Alisa 
Childers 
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May 2024 
In God we trust: Now this I know: The LORD gives victory to his anointed. He answers him from His 
heavenly sanctuary with the victorious power of His right hand. Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but 
we trust in the name of the LORD our God.Ps.20:6-7 
Thought for the Month: Whatever the Holy Spirit touches, the Holy Spirit changes. So it is 
normal that the Holy Spirit will bring some changes, even in our feelings, in our emotions, in our 
way of expressing ourselves. It is normal when we first approach the Holy Spirit that there should 
a reaction of our laughter, of tears, of jumping for joy, or speaking in tongues.Raniero Cantalamessa 
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June 2024 
In God we trust: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.Rom.15:13 
Thought for the Month: The thought of God stirs a person so deeply that he cannot be content 
unless he praises Him—because He made us for Himself and our hearts find no peace until they 
rest in Him.Augustine of Hippo 
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July 2024 
In God we trust: My salvation and my honour depend on God; He is my mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in 
Him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge.Ps.62:7-8 
Thought for the Month: Jesus says that to experience the Holy Spirit is like to be born again. 
It’s a new birth in the sense that everything comes alive. The Holy Spirit doesn’t change 
anything and yet He changes everything. He doesn’t add anything to what Jesus has already said 
and instituted, but he makes all Jesus has said and done become alive today. Raniero Cantalamessa 
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August 2024 
In God we trust: May Your unfailing love come to me, LORD, Your salvation, according to Your promise; 
then I can answer anyone who taunts me, for I trust in Your word.Ps.119:41-42 
Thought for the Month: Triumphant prayer is almost impossible where there is neglect of the 
study of the Word of God. Prayer that is born of meditation upon the Word of God is the prayer 
that soars upward most easily to God's listening ears. R.A.Torrey 
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September 2024 
In God we trust: Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures 
forever. As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds His people both now and 
forevermore.Ps.125:1-2 
Thought for the Month: We should be able to build into our life the things that have true 
foundations in the Scripture. Of course, there are some things concerning both our personal 
life and also church life, that are not mentioned in the New Testament, and here we must be 
careful that we depend upon our sanctified reasoning faculties and righteous judgment. George 
Jeffreys  
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October 2024 
In God we trust: This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: In repentance and rest 
is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength.Is.30:15 
Thought for the Month: Faith is obeying God. It’s irrelevant what you believe if God hasn’t 
said it! Faith is trusting God’s Word. Presumption is telling God what to do and then expecting 
that He will fall in line with what you say. Faith is when you are sick and everything seems to be 
going wrong—and yet you are trusting God, enjoying Him and are still in fellowship with Him. 
Andrew Corbett 
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November 2024 
In God we trust: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD 
Himself, is my strength and my defence; He has become my salvation.Is.12:2 
Thought for the Month: We must attract people to God, but they need to mature—it’s not 
God’s plan for our life but our life for God’s plan. The most basic level of Christianity is to be 
blessed—the highest level of Christianity is to be a blessing (c.f. Gen.12.1-2). Andrew Corbett 
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December 2024 
In God we trust: Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge im, and He will direct your paths.Prov.3:5-6 
Thought for the Month: Treat people as equally valuable, but treat ideas as if some are better 
than others, because they are. Classic tolerance requires that every person be free to express their 
ideas without fear of abuse or reprisal, not that all views have equal validity, merit, or truth. Greg 
Koukle. 
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Theme for the year: In God we trust! 
January: In You, LORD my God, I put my trust. I trust in You; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my 
enemies triumph over me. No one who hopes in You will ever be put to shame.Ps.25:1-3 
Thought for the Month: Worrying is carrying tomorrow's load with today's strength-carrying 
two days at once. It is moving into tomorrow ahead of time. Worrying does not empty 
tomorrow of its sorrow; it empties today of its strength. Corrie ten Boom 
February: Do not let your hearts be troubled. You trust in God; trust also in Me. My Father's house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?Jn.14:1-2 
Thought for the Month: If you are born again, you are a child of God. Never tear yourself 
out of that relationship and the righteousness of God by saying that you are dirty or unclean—
Jesus’ blood has cleansed you and His life has been delivered to you! It is alright to sing that as 
an unregenerate but it is not the experience of the sons and daughters of God. John G Lake 
March: The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know Your 
name trust in You, for You, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek You.Ps.9:9-10 
Thought for the Month:  
Truth and godliness belong together. Truth is a living thing; when it grips our minds, it changes 
our lives. If we claim to know the truth, then the Bible would require us to prove our claim by the 
evidence of a way of life matching the truth. Alec Motyer. 
April: But I trust in Your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in Your salvation. I will sing the LORD's praise, 
for He has been good to me.Ps.13:5-6 
Thought for the Month: Christianity is not based on a mystical revelation or self-inspired 
philosophy but it is deeply rooted in history. In fact, it is the only religious system I can think of 
that depends on a historical event (the resurrection of Jesus) being real—not fake—news. Alisa 
Childers 
May: Now this I know: The LORD gives victory to his anointed. He answers him from His heavenly sanctuary 
with the victorious power of His right hand. Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name 
of the LORD our God.Ps.20:6-7 
Thought for the Month: Whatever the Holy Spirit touches, the Holy Spirit changes. So it is 
normal that the Holy Spirit will bring some changes, even in our feelings, in our emotions, in our 
way of expressing ourselves. It is normal when we first approach the Holy Spirit that there should 
a reaction of our laughter, of tears, of jumping for joy, or speaking in tongues.Raniero Cantalamessa 
June: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.Rom.15:13 
Thought for the Month: The thought of God stirs a person so deeply that he cannot be content 
unless he praises Him—because He made us for Himself and our hearts find no peace until they 
rest in Him.Augustine of Hippo 
July: My salvation and my honour depend on God; He is my mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in Him at all 
times, you people; pour out your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge.Ps.62:7-8 
Thought for the Month: Jesus says that to experience the Holy Spirit is like to be born again. 
It’s a new birth in the sense that everything comes alive. The Holy Spirit doesn’t change 
anything and yet He changes everything. He doesn’t add anything to what Jesus has already said 
and instituted, but he makes all Jesus has said and done become alive today. Raniero Cantalamessa 
August: May Your unfailing love come to me, LORD, Your salvation, according to Your promise; then I can 
answer anyone who taunts me, for I trust in Your word.Ps.119:41-42 
Thought for the Month: Triumphant prayer is almost impossible where there is neglect of the 
study of the Word of God. Prayer that is born of meditation upon the Word of God is the prayer 
that soars upward most easily to God's listening ears. R.A.Torrey 
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September: Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures 
forever. As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds His people both now and 
forevermore.Ps.125:1-2 
Thought for the Month: We should be able to build into our life the things that have true 
foundations in the Scripture. Of course, there are some things concerning both our personal 
life and also church life, that are not mentioned in the New Testament, and here we must be 
careful that we depend upon our sanctified reasoning faculties and righteous judgment. George 
Jeffreys  
October: This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: In repentance and rest is your 
salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength.Is.30:15 
Thought for the Month: Faith is obeying God. It’s irrelevant what you believe if God hasn’t 
said it! Faith is trusting God’s Word. Presumption is telling God what to do and then expecting 
that He will fall in line with what you say. Faith is when you are sick and everything seems to be 
going wrong—and yet you are trusting God, enjoying Him and are still in fellowship with Him. 
Andrew Corbett 
November: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD Himself, 
is my strength and my defence; He has become my salvation.Is.12:2 
Thought for the Month: We must attract people to God, but they need to mature—it’s not 
God’s plan for our life but our life for God’s plan. The most basic level of Christianity is to be 
blessed—the highest level of Christianity is to be a blessing (c.f. Gen.12.1-2). Andrew Corbett 
December: Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways acknowledge im, and He will direct your paths.Prov.3:5-6 
Thought for the Month: Treat people as equally valuable, but treat ideas as if some are better 
than others, because they are. Classic tolerance requires that every person be free to express their 
ideas without fear of abuse or reprisal, not that all views have equal validity, merit, or truth. Greg 
Koukle. 
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Bible Time Chart  
Time Chart of OT 
1479B.C.   Exodus under Thutmose II  
(Thutmose II is the only Pharaoh's mummy to display cysts, possible evidence of plagues that spread through the 
Egyptian and Hittite Empires at that time. [Edersheim, A., Old Testament Bible History]) 
1270B.C.  Another possible date for the Exodus (under Ramesses 2 also called Ramesses the Great) 
1000B.C.  David 
970B.C.  Solomon builds the Temple 
722B.C.  Israel’s (Northern Kingdom) Exile 2Kings 17:6 
597/6B.C.  Judah’s (Southern Kingdom) 1st Exile 2Kings 24:10-17 
586B.C.  Judah’s (Southern Kingdom) 2nd Exile 2Kings 25:1-21 
537B.C.  Judah’s (Southern Kingdom) Return from Exile  
 
Time Chart of NT 
20/19B.C. Herod’s Temple began 
18/17B.C. Herod’s Temple in use 
c8B.C. Zechariah in the Temple (Lk.1) 
5B.C. April 5th Birth of Jesus 
4B.C. Death of Herod the Great 
A.D.14 -37  Reign of Tiberius Caesar  
A.D.29 Baptism of Jesus Lk.3:1 15th year of Tiberius reign hence A.D. 29 ** 

A.D.33 April Wed. 1st Last Supper (see Colin Humpreys’ “The Mystery of the Last Supper”) 
A.D.33 April Fri. 3rd Crucifixion of Jesus 
c A.D.35 Conversion of Paul Acts 9 

<A.D.37 Christianity came to Britain. *** 
A.D.37-41 Reign of Caligula 
A.D.41-54 Reign of Claudius 
c A.D.44 Death of Herod Agrippa 1 
< A.D.50 Letter of James 

A.D.48-49 Paul’s 1st missionary journey 
A.D.49/50 Jerusalem Conference Acts.15 

A.D.50 Paul’s 2nd missionary journey 
A.D.50-52 Paul at Corinth 
A.D.51 1 & 2 Thessalonians from Corinth 
A.D.52 Galatians from Corinth 

A.D.54 Paul’s 3rd missionary journey 
A.D.54 -68 Reign of Nero 
A.D.54-57 Paul at Ephesus 
A.D.57 1Corinthians from Ephesus 
A.D.57 2Corinthians from Macedonia 
A.D.57/58 Romans from Corinth 

A.D.58 Paul’s arrest at Jerusalem 

A.D.58-60 Paul’s imprisonment at Cæsarea 
A.D.60-61 Paul winters at Malta 
A.D.61 Paul arrives at Rome 

A.D.61-63 Paul’s imprisonment at Rome 
A.D.62 Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon from Rome 
A.D.63 Philippians from Rome 
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A.D.63-65 Paul’s release & further ministry 
A.D.63 1Timothy & Titus 
A.D.63-64 Hebrews (possibly Barnabas) 
A.D.64 Herod’s Temple finished 
<A.D.65 Matthew, Mark, Luke, Acts 
<A.D.65 Revelation**** 
A.D.64 1 & 2 Peter from Rome 

A.D.65 Peter’s death in Rome 

A.D.65 Paul’s 2nd imprisonment at Rome 
A.D.65 2 Timothy from Rome 

A.D.65 Paul’s death at Rome 
<A.D.65 Gospel John, 1, 2, & 3 John 
A.D.65/66 Jude 

A.D.68 Death of Nero 
A.D.68-69 Reign of Galba 
A.D.69 Reign of Otho 
A.D.69 Reign of Vitellius 
A.D.69-79 Reign of Vespasian 
A.D.70 Destruction of Jerusalem by Titus 
A.D.79-81 Reign of Titus 
A.D.98/100 Death of John 
A.D.81-96 Reign of Domitian 
 

** Besides the dating from Tiberius, Daniel had stated that it would be 69 “weeks” before Messiah 
would appear from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem (Daniel 9:26). Accepting that a “week” 
represents seven years and the decree to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem was given around 
455B.C. (during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah), a specific period of 483 years (69 x 7) was to 
elapse before the Messiah would appear, dating Jesus’ Baptism at A.D.29 (there is no date of 0B.C. 
or A.D.0). Also: They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it 
in three days?” Jn.2:20  
 
*** Gildas (A.D.516-570) a British Historian, states, Meanwhile, these islands ... received the beams of 
light that is, the Holy precepts of Christ, the true Sun at the latter part, as we know, of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar Roman Emperor A.D. 14-37 

 

**** Reasons for early date for Revelation: 
External evidence: 
Clement of Alexandria (A.D.150-220) plainly states that it was Nero who banished John to 
Patmos, not Emperor Domitian: And to give you confidence, when you have thus truly repented, that 
there remains for you a trustworthy hope of salvation, hear a story that is no mere story, but a true account of 
John the apostle that has been handed down and preserved in memory. When after the death of the tyrant 
(previously identified as Nero) he removed from the island of Patmos to Ephesus, he used to journey by request 
to the neighbouring districts of the Gentiles, in some places to appoint bishops, in others to regulate whole 
churches, in others to set among the clergy some one man, it may be, of those indicated by the Spirit. ("Who is 
the Rich Man that shall be Saved?", Section 42) 
Cerinthus was a C1st author who wrote The Pseudo-Apocalypse. He died well before John, i.e. 
well before A.D.95, but his Pseudo-Apocalypse contains many references to John's 
Apocalypse (the Book of Revelation).  
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Internal evidence: 
42 months = the period between A.D.64 and A.D.66 when Nero embarked on the most violent 
campaign against Christians martyring multitudes. 
666 = six hundred and sixty-six, not six, six, six. It is the numerical value of “Caesar Nero” 
The "temple" in the "holy city" is still standing as John writes, though it is being threatened with 
devastation (Rev.11:1-2). We know as a matter of historical fact that the Jewish temple was 
destroyed in A.D.70, and has never been rebuilt. The sixth "king" is presently ruling from the 
"seven mountains" and will do so until a king comes who will reign a "short time" (Rev.17:9-10). 
The preterist takes this to be a clear enough allusion to Nero Caesar. According to the 
enumeration found in Josephus' Antiquities (18:2:2,6, 10) and Suetonius' Lives of the Twelve Caesars, 
Nero is Rome's sixth emperor, following Julius Caesar, Augustus, Tiberius, Gaius, and Claudius. 
"...the cryptic number 666 (Rev.13:18) designates Nero. The number involves the use of gemetria 
(assigning numerical values to letters of the alphabet and thus determining the numerical value 
of words). Nero Caesar written in Hebrew letters has the numerical value of 666. That 
explanation becomes all the more probable when you realize that in Hebrew, Nero can also be 
spelled Neron. With the second "n" the numerical value is 666. Without it, 616 (a well-attested 
reading in some New Testament manuscripts).” J. Stewart Russell, The Parousia 
"It is with great satisfaction that he finds himself in substantial agreement with the distinguished 
ecclesiastical historian and theologian, Dr. Dollinger, of Munich, in his interpretation of St. 
Paul's prediction in 2 Thessalonians. (1) Dr. Dollinger distinctly identifies the "Man of Sin" with 
Nero, a conclusion now so generally accepted by the highest authorities, that it may be regarded 
as a settled point. (2) He clearly distinguishes between the "Man of Sin" and "the Apostasy," so 
frequently confounded by the mass of interpreters. Dollinger shows that the former is a person, 
the latter a heresy. (3) He recognizes "the Beast" of the Apocalypse as the Emperor, and therefore 
identical with the "Man of Sin." (4) The miracles wrought by the "Second Beast" (the Beast from 
the earth) he regards as a representation derived from our Lord's prophecy on the Mount of 
Olives." (The Parousia, Afterword.) 
The seven seals are shown to have taken place during the reign of the Emperors Augustus to 
Vespasian. The seven trumpets during the time when Rome placed 4 battalions at the Euphrates 
River (Rev.9:14). The seven bowls, when Nero was Emperor (Rev.17:10). But Revelation 20 
makes the point that there is a long-time gap between Jerusalem being judged and the events 
described in verse 9 by its use of the term “thousand years”. A. Corbett: Revelation. 
Rome launched its persecution against Christians in A.D.64 under the direction of Caesar Nero. 
This ended with his death in A.D.68. It had lasted around 1240 days (3½ years). Rome launched 
its attack against Jerusalem in A.D.66 and this ended when Jerusalem fell under the leadership 
of Caesar Vespasian in A.D.70. This was a period of 1260 days (3½ years).  

———— 
Covenant 
A “covenant” is an agreement between two parties—either individuals or an individual and group, 
or a monarch and their subjects. The 'Abrahamic Covenant' was established by Yahweh (YHWH, 
that is, God) with Abram and involved a covenantal exchange of their names. Thus, Abram's 
name became Abr'ah'am, and God became known as the God of Abraham. Abraham’s wife 
Sarai became known as Sar’ah 
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Christian Guidelines  
Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their 
level; they are God's emissaries for keeping order. It is God's will that by doing good, you might 
cure the ignorance of the fools who think you're a danger to society. Exercise your freedom by 
serving God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love your 
spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government.1Pet.2:13-17[TM] 

 
We expect Christians to take their responsibilities and privileges seriously  

➢ by taking an active part in the work and worship of the Church according to their ability 
and circumstances 

➢ by relating into the Church’s system of Pastoral care  

➢ by prayerfully contribute to the unity, encouragement and fellowship of the Church  

➢ by showing a Scriptural regard for those in positions of leadership  

➢ by supporting the Church through regular attendance at services of worship, regular 
prayer and considered giving 

We also expect Christians to live by the accepted rules of Christian conduct—which includes 
being a loyal citizen of our Country: We render loyalty to Her Majesty’s Government as far as conscience 
and morality permit; and also a commitment to Christian marriage: We uphold the Biblical standard of 
monogamous, heterosexual marriage between a biological man and biological woman as the only acceptable union. 
 

True repentance which will always include these 5 A’s:  
Acknowledgement of the wrong.  
Apology for the wrong.  
Action of determination to change.  
Appreciation of God’s forgiveness.  
Attitude of grace, gratitude and gentleness towards God and people.  
Forgiveness is unconditional (because it is by grace); Restoration is conditional on repentance. 
which involves at least a determination to change Forgiveness is a clean slate; restoration is keeping 
the slate clean. Forgiveness is mending what was broken; Restoration is making it work again.  

————  

Some people have a very distorted view of salvation, believing that salvation was the result of 
human effort to accept the grace of God. This usually leads them to believe that salvation could 
be relinquished if a believer sinned and so, if a sin was not repented of it would cancel out a 
person's salvation. Salvation is entirely by grace—our efforts do not save us.  
The Bible only lists one unforgiveable sin: the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (the rejection of 
the Holy Spirit's work of regeneration). No-one can determine whether someone is saved or 
damned, but we can determine from Scripture that all who come unto Me I will in no wise cast out.Jn.6:37 
The grace of God covers more sin and human failure than semi-pelagians (someone who 
believes that salvation is faith in Christ plus our efforts to be righteous) know! The Biblical 
doctrine of the grace of God destroys the notion that suicide or any other sin is unforgiveable!  
This does not necessarily mean that everyone who professes faith in Christ and commits suicide 
dies in a regenerated state (saved). But it at the least counters the idea that suicide automatically 
causes a person's salvation to be forfeited. And at the very least, we can be assured that genuine 
salvation is not easily lost. Remember I am absolutely sure that not even death or life can separate us from 
God's love. Not even angels or demons, the present or the future, or any powers can do that. Not even the highest 
places or the lowest, or anything else in all creation can do that. Nothing at all can ever separate us from God's 
love because of what Christ Jesus our Lord has done.Rom.8:38-39 
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Should we read the Bible literally?  
Well, it depends on what you mean by literal. Of course, Christians have historically believed 
that the entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is the inspired and authoritative Word of 
God. This means that it communicates objective truth that isn’t meant to be interpreted 
subjectively. But reading it literally doesn’t mean taking everything in it literally. The Bible employs 
figures of speech like metaphor, simile, euphemism, hyperbole, and personification. It is made 
up of sixty-six books that were written in different time periods by different authors, who were 
communicating through different genres. Some books of the Bible are history (like many books 
in the Old Testament such as Joshua, Judges, and Ruth), and others contain law codes (like 
Deuteronomy and Leviticus). Some are made up of poetry (like Psalms and Song of Solomon) 
while others communicate general principles of wisdom (Ecclesiastes and Proverbs). Some are 
instructive (like Paul’s epistles), and some are books of prophecy (like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel). According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the word literal does not always mean 
exact equivalence. It’s also defined as: “adhering to fact or to the ordinary construction or primary meaning 
of a term or expression; free from exaggeration or embellishment; characterized by a concern mainly with facts.” 
In other words, reading literally means believing that the Bible communicates literal truth, but 
not always in a literal way.  (The Deconstruction of Christianity by Alisa Childers and Tim Barnett) 
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